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PREFACE. 


Ax octavo edition of the following diſcourſes was 
publiſhed in 1792, and is now diſpoſed of. It has 
been thought proper to reprint them in this form, 
that they might be afforded at ſuch a price as will 
ſuit the convenience of every purchaſer. | * 
Several ſcotticiſms, and other improprieties in 
ſtyle, have been corrected; but the author, who 
does not lay claim to literary talents, ſuppoſes 
that in this reſpe& he may {till have left room 
for criticiſm. Some allowanc: however will be 
made for imperfections of this nature, if he hath 
| ſacceeded in his main deſign, which is to ſtate, in 
a fimple, accurate, and convincing manner, the 
doctrine of the Scriptures concerning the educa- 
tion of children, He earneſtly wiſhes to call the 
attention of Chriſtian parents to the duties which 
they owe to their children, and to urge upon 
them the motives. by which theſe duties are en- 
forced in the Word of God ; particularly, the af- 
ſurance which is given, to a certain extent, THAT 
SUCCESS WILL INFALLIBLY ATTEND THEIR LA- 
BOURS. * | 
A father who doubts the truth of this, wall 
not ſufficiently exert himſelf in training his chil- 
dren. The deficiency of his parental care may he 
| 1 —— / 4 | 


* 


demonſtrated by the habitual irregularity of their 
conduct; but it is confiſtent with his principles to 
impute all their faults to other cauſes, and he 
will be at no loſs to find excuſes for his own ne- 
gligence. Indeed he could not be juſtly blamed 
for negle& of duty, if he wanted either ability or 
opportunity to perform it. The Word of God 
does not preſcribe duties, which are rendered im- 
practicab e by any circumſtance whatever, except 
the ignorance or averſion of thoſe on whom they 
are enjoined. 

A few remarks, which were thought r 
for the further illuſtration of ſome important 
points, have been added to the diſcourſes. 


Edinburgh, 
Oct. 17. 1796. 


Lately publiſhed by the ſame Author, 
in 8 vo, price 18, 6d. ſewed, 
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FIRST DISCOURSE. 


Aa 


E k. vi. 4. 


And ye fathers, provote not your children to wrath ; 
but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of 


the Lord. | 5 


I 


Hav endeavoured, one bme ſormer oc ons, to 
explain and enforce the relative duties en oined in 


the preceding context, on wives, huſbands, and chil. 


dren; and the next in courſe are thoſe which are in- 
cumbent on parents. Attention to all theſe duties is 
highly neceſſary for your own peace, for the happineſs 
of thoſe with whom you are connected, and for the ho- 
nour of the Chriſtian profeſſion, But parental duties 
are ſingularly important, as the happineſs of children du- 
ring the whole courſe of their-lives, 1s intimately con- 
nected with their education in youth; and the conduct 
of parents not only affects the preſent generation, but 
extends its influence to future ages. Thoſe of you who 
are parents ought therefore to conſider, with the molt 
ſerious attention, every thing that relates to this inte- 


reſting ſubject. 


* 


In the text, the Apoſtle addreſſes himſelf particular 
ly to Fathers, as he does alſo in a ſimilar exhortation to 
the Coloſſians, Fathers, provoke not your children to 
anger, leſt they be * *. From this it ap- 


* Col. iii. 21. 


* | Cor. xi. 3. 7, 8, 9, 10. Eph, v. 22, 23, 24. 
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pears that the care of children is not entirely devolved 
on mothers; that bringing them up in the nurture and 


' admonition of the Lord is a matter of great importance, 


worthy of the cloſeſt attention of fathers ; and that no 
hurry of buſineſs, nor any concerns in which they may 
be engaged, can be admitted as an excuſe for negligence 
in this duty. A further proof of this ariſes from its be- 
ing made an eſſential qualification in a biſhop, or over- 
ſeer of a church of Chriſt, to have his children in ſub- 
jection with all gravity “,“ and to have © faithful 
children, not accuſed of riot or unruly +.” Deacons 
alſo muſt be ſuch men as © rule their children, and their 
own houſes well .“ And if this be eſſential to the 
characters of all the office-bearers-in churches, it muſt 
be a neceſſary thing in itſelf, and incumbent on every 
Chriſtian ſather. 

This exhortation may alſo be addreſſed to fathers, be- 
caule they have naturally more authority than mothers, 
and it 1s their province to take the lead in the government 
of their families. In many other reſpects the care of 
children, eſpecially in their infant Rate, is chietly devol- 
ved on the female ſex. But it (ſhould be conſidered, 


that © the man is the head of the woman, he is the image 


and glory of God, but the woman is the glory of the 
man; ” and on this ground ſhe is commanded to ſubmit 
to her huſband |}; from which it neceſſarily follows, that 
ruling children, and having them in fubje&ion, though 
incumbent on both parents, is more eſpecially the duty 
of the man, who in di ſtinction from the woman is formed 
for the exerciſe of authority... He too is molt in danger of 
going to the extreme of ſeverity, and therefore peculiarly 
needs this caution, * Provoke not your children to 
wrath,” t a 
We muſt not, however, underſtand that mothers are 
excluded here, or that they are not blameable if they 
either © provoke their children to wrath,” or neglect to 
* bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord.” There is no reaſon to doubt, though fathers | 
only are mentioned, that bo parents are intended, and 
have their different parts aſſigned them in this important 


* 1 Tim. iti. 4. + Tit. i. 6. t 1 Tim. $i. 12. 
1 ' 


X. 1 1 * 4 
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charge. In the nature of the thing, it muſt be ſo; for 
mothers have an equal concern in the welfare of their 
children: and we ſee from the foregoing part of the chap- 
ter, that honour and obedience are due to them alſo; 
an Children, obey your parents 1n the Lord. Honour 
thy father and OIDET, which 1s the firit commandment 
with promiſe.“ 

I obſerve further, that the Apoſtle here a 

Chriſtian parents, or thoſe whe proſeſſed to believe the 

Goſpel, and appeared to be under its influence, Ibis 
is plain from the way in which he characteriſes theſe 

pheſians,.—“ The faints and faithful in Chriſt Jeſus— 
Thoſe whom the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrilt 
had bleſſed with all 22 bleſſings, in heavenly places, 
in Chriſt—Choſen in dre the foundation of the 
world, that they ſhoulih e holy and without blame be- 
fore him in love * —Quickened when dead in treſpaſſes 
and fins, ſaved by the grace of God, tirough faith, and 
created in Chriſt ſeſus unto good works * Such per- 
ſons, and ſuch only, are addreſſed in all the epittles to 
the churches: without Chriſtian principles, no perſon 
can perform, in an acceptable manner, any of thoſe du- 
ties which are enjoined on the followers of Jeſus Chriſt, 

The exhortation which is given in the text to belie- 
ving parents, not only regards their treatment of ſuch 
of their children as nieke the Chriſtian proſeſſion, but 
likewite extends to all their children. They are all 
under the charge of their parents from infancy, ard are - 
thus to be brought up before they are capable of profeſ- 
fing the faith; an although they ould advance towards 
maturity without the ſaving knc wiedge of the truth, 
that is no realon why 1 parents mould be remiſs in the du- 
ties here enjgined. They ouglit rather, in that caſe, to 
be the more ans ious to inſtruct and warn them, to the 
ur off of ti. O 

It Joes not appear to me that nurture, conſidered 
in the light of bodily chaſtiſement, ſuits the caſe c 
believi ing children, however young. We muſt deal 
with the comciences of fuch, as perſons ſubject to the au- 
thority of God, and under the influence of the motives 
of the Goſpel : and if they are fo refradtory as to merit 


* Eph. i. 1,---5, + Eph. Ii, 1, 5.8. 10. 
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chaſtiſement with the rod, they will deſerve alſo to be 
excluded from the fellowſhip of a church of Chriſt, 

There are two extremes in the conduct of parents to- 
wards their children. Some are too ſevere, and by an 
unlawful ſtretch of authority provoke their children to 
wrath, and diſcourage them. Others are too indulgent 
from a miſtaken ſort of love and tenderneſs, which, on 
account of its baneful conſequences, deſerves the name 
of hatred. 'They have no proper authority or govern- 
ment; they ſeldom teach their children with effect, or 
chaſtiſe them to any good purpoſe; and conſequently nei- 
ther reſtrain their follies.nor their vices. I ſhall ſpeak 
to each of theſe claſſes; and it is the more neceſſary, as 
the ſame perſons often err in both ways; for it may 
frequently be obſerved, that parents who have no pro- 
per.uniform authority, are upon ſome occaſions the moſt 
arbitrary and ſevere. 


Tux following are the particulars which I intend ta 
Uluſtrate and entorce : | 


I. The prohibition expreſſed in theſe words, * Pro- 
voke not your children to wrath,” 

II. The commandment to © bring them up in the 
nurture of the Lord.” - | 


III. The commandment to © bring them up in the 


admonition of the Lord.“ 

IV. I ſhall then call your attention to ſome of thoſe 
motives and encouragements, which are ſuited to animate 
Chriſtian parents to the faithful diſcharge of theſe duties. 


I. Let us attend to the import of the prohibition, 
„% Provoke not your children to wrath.” Parents are 
taught by this, to avoid all harſh and cruel treatment, 
and to beware of indulging their own pride and humour, 


" inſtead of purſuing the real advantage and happineſs of 


their children. Authority 1s not intended to gratify the 
ambition of thoſe to whom it is committed by God. It 
is conferred for the good of the.perſons whoſe duty it is 
to be in ſubjection, and for the benefit of ſociety in ge- 
neral, which cannot ſubſiſt without ſubordination, It is 
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ſo in kingdoms as well as families; for civil governors are 
appointed © for the puniſhment of evil doers, and for 

the praiſe of them that do well * ;”? and all who are ve- 

ſted with power and authority are anſwerable to God 

for the uſe they make of it. Thus maſters are com- ' 
manded to © forbear threatening, knowing that their 
Matter alfo is in Heaven, neither is there a 2 of per- 

ſons with him +.” This is a ſolemn confideration, which 
ought to overawe the minds of parents, and make them 
anxious to avoid all undue ſeverity. 

The prohibitzon implies in general, that parents 
ought never to exerciſe arbitrary and deſpotic authori- 
ty, cither in the way of commanding, finding fault, 
chaftifing, or any thing elle, This is done by ſome pa- 
rents with a view to inure their children to contradic- 
tion and diſappointment; but the experiment is dan- 
gerous, and unneceflary. Many opportunities of con- 
tradicting them will occur in the courie of duty. There 
is no child who will not frequently expreſs deiires which 
ought not to be gratified, or who will always cheerful- 
ly yield his own humour and inclination to the will of 
his ſuperiors; and if there were ſuch children, it would 
be moſt unreaſonable to contradict them. 

It is true indeed, children, when they are very young, 
cannot always diſcern the reaſtns why they ought to do 
one thing, and refrain from another, and muſt therefore, 
in their apprehenſion, be under a fort of arbitrary ga- 
vernment for a time; and it is proper they ſhould in all 

things implicitly ſubmit to the will. of their parents. It 
is {utficient that a father commands; he ought imme- 
diately to be obeyed.» But though he may not find it 
neceſſary, nor even poſſible on all occaſions, to explain 
the reaſons of his conduct, he ought certainly to have a 
good reaſon in his own mind for all that he commands. 
He ſhould allo, on proper occaſions, make his children 
underſtand why he requires and prokibits this and the 
other thing, and never take it amiſs when he is reſpect- 
fully aſked to give his reaſons | 

We ought to treat children as rational creatures, not 
merely with authority, but ſhould often addreſs their 

IO B 3 1 
* 1 Pet. ii. 14. + Eph. vi. 9. 
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judgments and conſciences. It is very poſſible to con- 
vince them of the propriety of many things that are op- 
_ polite to their natural inclinations; and we never can be 
ſure of their uniform ſubjection and obedience, unleſs 
when they are convinced that the things we require of 
them are juſt and reaſonable. If a contrary practice be 
followed, what is the conſequence? Children will toon 
come to think for themſelves; and what judgment are 
they to form of their parents, if they ſee them actuated 
by the ſpirit of deſpotic tyrants? Such behaviour on the 
part of parents ruſt have a tendency to provoke their 
children to wrath. 
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Ler theſe obſervations be reduced to media. in the 
| following particulars, 


1/t, Never refuſe your children any thing that you 
can properly give them, if it be aſked with ſubmilton 

and reipect; and allow them ſuch freedom in makin 

| Known their requeits, as will prevent them from feeling 
| any reſtraint or unealineſs. It is a great miitake to ima- 
Wl. - gine, that it is any crime in children to aſk what they 
| have a right to receive, or that parents ought to keep 
| them at ſuch a diſtance, as to render this irkſome and 
diſagrecable. If they ſeek any thing that would be 
hurtful to them, if their demand ſhews a diſpoſition 
which ought to be checked, or if they aſk in a fretful, 
'peevith, or imperious manner, by all means let them be 
refuſed: but how a dutiful and affectionate parent can 
refuſe them any thing merely becauſe they aſk it, is more 
than I am able to conceive. Their natural. wants, and 
| what is neceſſary for their comfort and happineſs, ought 
i to be attended to, Whether they ak ſuch things or not; 
j and ſurely when they requeſt what parents at any rate 
ö are bound to give, this is no reafou why they ſhould be 
refuſed. I do not mean to ſay that children cannot of- 


— 
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ö fend by the frequency, unſealonableneis, or impropriety 
\ of their demands, for there is not any thing in which 
bl . they are more ready to err; but only that parents 
1 ought not to refuſe their requeſts, without having ſome 


reafon for it beſide their own al bitrary will, if they with 
1 not to proyoke them to wrath. 
| 


— 
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2d, Be careful to avoid finding fault, or chaſtiſing, 


- 
— 


without a juſt and proper cauſe. I do not ſay that ſmall 
offences are never to be attended to, for, in ſome cales, 


things that appear trifling in themſelves are big with im- 
- portant coniequences, and mult be checked. But make 


it an invariable rule not to ſhew any diſpleaſure againſt 
your children, till you are ſure that they deſerve it. 
Many allowances muſt be made for childhood, and ma- 
ny follies and improprieties are to be expected, which 
cannot properly be termed offences. There is a thought- 
leſs gatety, vivacity, and lightneſs of ſpirit, natural to 


children, which ought not in general to be reſtrained. 


On ſome occaſions this lively and reſtleſs turn of mind 
may be irkſome and inconvenient, and it will be neceſ- 


ſary to lay upon them a temporary reſtraint, when they 


ate too noily and turbulent ; but they are not at all to 
blame for this. They only commit an offence in this re- 
ſpect, when they act avowedly in oppoſition to authort- 
ty; and, at other times, they ought to be allowed to 
indulge that innocent mirth, and ſprightly humour, 
which is ſuited to their years, 

Nor ought they to be much condemned for accidents, 
which happen through that giddy thoughtlefineſs which 
we mult expect to ſee in children. It may be regretted 
when in this way they deſtroy things of value; but it is 
better to keep theſe out of their way, than to correct 
them for an accident, which probably could not be pre- 
vented by any foreſight of which they are capable. It 
is yet more cruel to chaſtiſe them, when through inat- 
tention and thoughtleſs levity they hurt themſelves. 
When children are in pain and diftrefs, from whatever 
cauſe, they require {ſympathy rather than correction; 
and though it be exceedingly proper to teach them to 
avoid perſonal danger, and to beware of hurting others, 
or doing any harm through ſtupidity or inattention, this 


can only be done gradually by mild and gentle me- 


thods; and the want of that degree ot care and reflec- 
tion which we look for in adults, ought not to be con- 
ſidered as a crime in them. x 

All needleſs chiding has à tendency to provoke, and 
it is of great importance that you ſhould underſtand 
What is the due medium of parental authority. There 


16 AGAINST PROVOKING TO WRATH, [ Fir/t 


is a danger in both extremes, as we have already hinted, 
If you are rigorous and ſevere, you eſfentially hurt 
them; and if you are too 1adulgent, the eifect is the 
ame. How ſhall we avoid theſe extremes, and behave - 
to our children fo as to produce uniform reſpectful obe- 
dience without flaviſh fear? This can only be accom- 
pliſhed by obſerving ſuch conduct, as will always make 
them happy in our preſence, unleſs when they are guilty 
of a real crime. If they are alraid, or under a diſa- 
greeable reſtraint when they do well, our treatment nuſt 
be wrong; and it is equally ſo, if they can be guilty of 
any piece of bad conduct, without fear or unesſineſs. 
An attentive parent will eaſily diſcern if either of thele 
effects are produced by his behaviour; ; and I beg your 
particular attention to this obſervation, as the Whole art 
of training children almoſt entirely depends upon it. 

Were I to deicribe a good civil government by its ef- 
fettes, I would fay, it is that government which protects 
the juſt, and enables them to live without the ſmalleſt 
apprehenſion of danger; and which puniſhes the wick ed, 
and makes evil doers afraid. It is preciſely the fame in 
families as in nations, and you can never exercite that 
juſt authority which pleaſes God, unleis it be uniformly 
thus directed: the oppoſite is to o puniſl well doing, and 
to reward iniquity. 


34, Whenit becomes neceſſary to uſe ſeverity, on account 
of any thing bad in the conduct of your children, which 
caunot be cured by gentle means, do it with judgment 
and moderation, Furious rebukes and angry blows have 
little tendency to reclaim, and thoſe who canuot govern 
themſelves, have no right to expect that they will be 
able to govern their children. In order to produce the 
good effects intended by chaſtiſement, it is neceſſary to 
convince your child:en, that they have given you a juſt 
ground of offence, that you have no delight in any thing 
that gives them pain, and that you chaſtiſe them for 
their own profit and advantage. A wile” and affection- 
ate parent vill proceed to this hardeit part of his duty 
with much reluctance, and will not cvea think it beneath 


an to confeſs to is child that he does it with regret. 


* 
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It is proper indeed that you ſhould ſhew your diſplea- 
ſure according to the nature and demerit of the crime, 
and be firm and determined in all your attempts to ſub- 
due their perverſe wills. If you yield the point, and 
do not bring them to a full ſubmiſſion, it would have 
been far better that you had never diſputed it. But this 
end will be more ſucceſsfully obtained by temperate ſe- 
verity, than by unreaſonable violence; for however re- 
ſolute a man may appear in the heat of paſſion, it is on- 
ly when he is recollected, and fully maſter of himſelf, 
that he can be ſuppoſed to expreſs his real ſentiments, 
and to lay down reſolutions from which he will not re- 
cede. A parent may ſometimes need to delay chaſtiſe- 


ment till his own anger is abated ; and at other times 


this may be neceſſary, on account of the violent paſſions 
of ſome children, who are not to be overcome by gny 
means, till their pride, anger, or reſentment, get 2 
to ſubſide. It is better to exerciſe patienc&, than "Te 
uſe harſh methods, with little or no probability of ſuc- 
ceſs. 


4th, Beware of ſhowing an unwarrantable partiality 


to any of your children, as it muſt have a bad effect on 


thoſe of them againſt whom it operates, and cannot fail 
to provoke them to wrath, and to diſcourage them. It 
frequently happens, that there is one neglected child in 
a family, and very often one who is a particular favou- 
rite, and viſibly preferred to all the reſt. If we en- 
quire into the cauſe of this, we ſhall find in general 
that it is not founded in juſtice or reaſon, but can only 
be attributed to the whim and caprice of parents. The 
atfeftion which nature dictates is univerſal, and the 
want of it in any caſe is pointedly condemned in the 
word of God *. Yet we ſee ſome children overlook- 
ed, deſpiſed, and maltreated, merely perhaps for the 
want of perſonal accompliſhments, or a deficiency in 
bright and ſhining talents, which the great Author of 
nature hath conferred on ſome, and denied to others, 
For theſe things, in which they are not in the leaſt de- 
gree blameable, they are ſunk below the level of their 
brothers and ſiſters, kept at a diſtance, and ſcarcely al- 
* 2 Tim. iii. 3. | | 
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lowed in any reſpe& to appear as children of the ſame 
family. Ihe favourites, on the other hand, only be- 
cauſe they are more beautiful or ſprightly, or on ac- 
count of ſome fuch foolith reaſon, are carefled and re- 
ſpeed, and allowed to trample on one who ought to 
be accounted their equal. Can any thing be more ab- 
ſurd or unnatural ? 

Lu cuſes ace made for this guilty partiality, but no 
excule can be admitted. Parents will tell us, that ſome 
children are fo diſagreeable and vicious in their natural 
inclinations, that they cannot love them; or if their 
partiatity be ſhewa by Keeping them more meanly clo- 
thẽd chan the reſt of the family, and giving them more 
ſervile eraployment, they will ſay, this ſuits their incl» 
nation, and that it is entirely their own fault. But the 
difference, if there be any, for moſt part ariſes, not 
from any thing peculiarly wicked in the nature of the 
child, but fro:a the treatment of the parents, which is 
ſuited to produce a baſe and flaviſh ſpirit; and it is 
no uncommon thing to ſee the neglected child potieis 
more amiable diſpoſitions, and a greater ſhare of good 
ſenſe, chan the reſt cf the family. 

Parents may love their children in proportion to the 
goodneſs of their temper and contuet, without being 
guilty of partiality, which conſiſts in ſhowing an unjuſt 
and arbitrary preference. If the encouragement you 
give them is always zccordiag'to their good behaviour, 
you cannot be conſidered as partial; but this 1s quite 
conſiſtent with avoiding all tuch treatment as would 
make any of them deſpair of obtaining your approba- 
tion, or expole thera to Ul uſage from the reſt of the 
family, 

You have doubtleſs icen melancholy inſtances, both 
of neglected children, who were broken-hearted, and 
rendered untit for any purpoſe in life, or rouſed to the 
higheſt pitch of indignation and reſentment; and of fa- 
vourites, who were hanghty, overbearing, and petulant. 
Obſerve then the bad eifects of 'partiality, and be care- 
ful to avoid it in its firtt beginnings, 
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Havixs thus explained the prohibition, and ſhewed 
what ſort of conduct parents ought to avoid in the treat- 
ment of their children, I now proceed, . 


II. To explain and enforce the commandment to 
„ bring up your children in the nurture of the Lord.” 


To nurture ſignifies to educate, train, or bring up; 
and, when we take it ina large ſenſe, includes chaſtiſement, 
; which is a neceflary part of the educationof children. The 

word tranliated nurture, is the ſame with that uied in the 
twelith chapter of the epiſtle to the Hebrews, which is 
tranſlated chaſtiſement, and is explained by another term 
which fignmibes to ſcourge ; it literally ſignifies the diſci- 
pline of children. My ton, deſpiſe not thou the chaftentr.s 
ef the Lord,-—tor whom the Lord loveth he chafteneth, - 
and /courgeth every icon whom he receiveth. If ye en- 
dure chaſlening, God dealeth with you as with ſons: for 
what fon is he whom the father cha/leneth not? but if ye 
be without cooftiſerment, whereot all are partakers, then 
are ye baſtards and not ſons.” This commandment 
therefore implics neceflary diſcipline and chaſtiſement, 
and the Apoſtle calls it the diſcipline Ie Lord, that 
diſcipline which he commands in his word, which he 
exemplikes in his conduct towards his own children, 
and which he hath appointed for gracious and wile. 
purpoſes, Parents are allo commanded to continue in 
this diſcipline with conſtancy and perſeverance, for he 
lays, bring them up in the nurture of the Lord. Thus 
they are called to educate and bring up their children 
in the fear of God, under a ſenſe of his authority, and 


* 


oth is being accountable to bim who will judge and reward 
aid WM tis ſervants. 

the This nurture or diſcipline of the Lord, in which pa- 
fa- rents are commanded to bring up their children, is ex- 
int. ceedingly beneficial, and very much ſuited to the ſtate 
are- of childhood. It is often recommended, the reaſons for 


it are aſſigned, and its good elects defcribed, in the bock 
of Proverbs, as in the following paſſages. © Fooliſhneſs is 
bound in the heart cf a child, but the rod of correction 
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ſhall drive it far from him“. Withhold not correction 
from the child ; for if thou beateſt him with the rod he 
ſhall not die. 'Thou ſhalt beat him with the rod, and 
deliver his foul from hell 1. The rod and reproof give 
wiſdom, but a child left to himſelf bringeth his mother 
to ſhame. Correct thy ſon, and he ſhall give thee reſt : 
yea, he ſhall give delight unto thy foul f. Chaſten th 
ſon while there 1s hope, and let not thy ſoul ſpare for his 
crying 9. He that ſpareth his rod hateth his ſon ; but 
he that loveth him chaſteneth him betimes ||.” 

From theſe exhortations of the wiſe man, it appears 
that reproofs and chaſtiſement are abſolutely neceſſary, 
on account of that fooliſhneſs w hich is bound in the hearts 
of children. By foo/z/hneſs we are not to underſtand 
merely the want of wiſdom, which is not indeed to be ex- 
pected at an early period of life. This however is a good 
reaſon for having children under authority and govern- 
ment. They ought to be entirely regulated by the will 
of their parents, in as far as they have not underſtanding 
to govern themſelves. But fooliſlineſs, in the language 
of ſcripture, often means ſinfulneſs; either the corrupt 
diſpoſition of the heart, or wicked practices: and this 
expreſſion ſeems to be uſed by Solomon, to denote the 
ſinful bias of the human heart. We ſoon diſcern in chil- 
dren, evident marks of that corrupt nature which they 
derive from Adam: Pride, malice, deceit, revenge, and 
other wicked diſpoſitions, appear in them almoſt as ſoon 


as they can ſpeak. Many ſhow themſelves, at a very early 


period, impatient of reſtraint, unwilling to ſubmit to the 
authority of their parents, and exceedingly deſirous not 
only to be their own maſters, but to have the aſcenden- 
cy over all around them. It is on theſe accounts only 
that the rod of correction is neceſlary ; for it cannot be 
properly applied unleſs with a view to deliver from in- 


ful practices, or ſuch diſpoſitions as would lead to theſe, 


when a child comes to the exerciſe of reaſon and re- 
flection. | 
The end that Solomon propoſes is to drive this fool- 
iſhneſs far from him. This does not imply that we have 
* Prov. xxii. 15. 
t Prov. xxix. 15. 17. 
Prov. Xii. 24. 


+ Prov. xxiii. 13, 14. 
Prov. ix. 18. 
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it in our power to root out the ſinfulneſs and corruption 
that is naturally in the hearts of our children. It 1s the 
province of God alone to change the heart ; and unleſs 
he interpoſe in the riches of his mercy, it muſt remain 
alienated from him. The carnal mind,” ſays the Apo- 
file, © is enmity againſt God, for it is not ſubject to the 
law of God, neither indeed can be“. But we have it 
in our power to reſtrain children, and to prevent much 
evil that would otherwiſe take place. We can drive 
away their ſtubbornneſs and ſelf- will, and make them pli- 
able and ſubmiſſive, We can ſhow them the evil of 
falſehood, puniſh them for it, and teach them to ſpeak 
truth. And we can train them to habits of induſtry and 
ſobriety, and make them decent and reſpectable members 
of ſociety. | 

All this is ſurely to be expected from the exerciſe of 
proper authority; for the word of God declares, that 
„ the rod of correction ſhall drive fooliſhneſs far from 
the heart of the child; — that if * thou beateſt him 
with the rod, he ſhall not die;“ and that you will 
thus © deliver his ſoul from hell,” or ſave him from de- 
ſtruction and miſery. And the happineſs and comfort 
ariſing to a parent from a conſcientious diſcharge of his 
duty in this particular, is ex preſſed in very ſtriking terms: 


He ſhall give thee reſt; yea, he ſhall give delight 


unto thy ſoul.” On the other hand, the fatal conle- 
quence of neglecting this ſalutary diſcipline, is pointed 
out in theſe words, A child leit to himſelf bringeth 
his mother to ſhame.” 

When theſe things are duly conſidered, you will fee 
the juſtice and propriety of the rule that Solomon lays 
down for judging of the love and batred of parents, 
He that ſpareth his rod hateth his ſon; but he that 
loveth him chaſteneth him betimes.” Is it any evidence 
that you love your ſon, when you give full ſcope to his 
natural folly and wickedneſs, and permit him to die, 
without uſing the means that God hath appointed to fave 
his ſoul from hell ? It muſt be a falſe love indeed, that 
produces ſuch hurtful conſequences in relation to its ob- 


jects, and thoſe who imagine that every kind of fooliſh 


indulgence is an evidence of parental affection, mult be 
greatly deceived. ; 255] 


* Rom. viii. 7. C 
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There is another thing contained in theſe exhortations 
of Solomon, which delerves your particular attention. 
He ſpeaks of chaſtening bettmes, and while there is hope. 
This ippplies that delays are dangerous, and that the time 
may + 7.0 when your ſon will be pait remedy, and no 
hope will remain of doing him any good by chaſtiſement. 
We may either conlider this as a call to parents to be- 
gin this diſcipline at an early period of life, or to check 
every vice in its firſt beginnings, and never to delay uſing 
the remedy till the diſeaſe becomes incurable. Every 
thing gains ſtrength by habit; and a bad practice, from 
which a child might have been eaſily delivered, if pro- 
per methods had been taken with him at firft, will, by 
frequent repetition, gain ſuch aſcendency over him, that 
all attempts to reclaim him will be to no purpoſe. This 
laſt explanation includes the former; for it it is neceſſary, 
in order to prevent the overpowering influence of any 
particular bad habit, to chaſten your ſon betimes; it mutt 
be equally neceflary, to have your authority properly 
eſtabliſhed at an early period, that you may prevent, as 
much as poſſible, al bad habits, and then you will be 
ſaved the more difficult taſk of atempting to cure them. 

If parental authority anſwer any good purpoſe, it muſt 
be admitted, that the ſooner it is exerciſed it will be the 
more beneficial to children. In this way alſo it will be 
more eaſily eſtabliſhed, and children who have been thus | 
trained from their infancy, will find it quite natural, 
when they grow up, to yield ſubmiſſion and obedience. Þ 
They will not even be able to remember a time when it | 
was other wiſe, nor be ſenſible of any reſtraint which they | 
did not always feel. 4 

Though it appears from what has beentaid, that it is the | 
indiſpeniible duty of parents to ule the rod of correction, 
and that the Lord hath appointed it for wiſe and bene- 
cial purpoſes, yet it ought not to be too frequently-uſed, | 
otherwiſe it will defeat its own end. Injudicious cor- 
rection is often worſe than none at all; if it does not 
overcome the perverſeneſs of your child, he gains a new | 
alcendency over you every time that you correct him; | 
and blows, by frequent repetition, will become ſo cuſtom- | 
ary, that he will not much regard them, provided | 
he can retain his own humour, and do as he pleates. 8 
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This has rather a tendency to debaſe the mind, and to 
eradicate all ſenſe of ſhame, which is one of the ſtrong- 
eſt natural principles that can be ſupoſed to operate on 


the minds of children. There are many other methods 
of correcting their faults; and though Solomon repeat- 
edly ſays the ſtrongeſt things in favour of the rod of 
correction, he ſurely does not intend that parents ſhould 
be always chaililing their children. He mentions re- 
proof as well as the rod, when he ſays, 'The rod and 
reproof give wildom,” Let chaſtiſement therefore be 
the laſt thing, and be ſure that you accompliſh in ſome 
meaſure the end you have in view, though this ſhould 
occaſion a very conliderable degree of ſeverity. 
There is certainly an impropricty in uſing harſh me- 
thods on every trilling occaſion, and the material faults 
of which children can be guilty are but few, if they are 
under any proper management. The greateſt of theſe 
is contempt of authority, or avowed oppolition to it. 
This in a family is like rebellion in a ſtate, and muſt on 
no account be permitted. The reaſon is plain, becauſe 
it is an inlet to every kind of wickedneſs; for whene- 
ver you loſe your authority, they are no longer under 
any reſtraint, and may follow their natural inclinations 
with impunity. Lying is another crime that ought to 
be ſtrictly attended to, and ſeverely puniſhed. If we 
add to theſe, {ame inſtances of malice, injuſtice, and. 
profanity, few things elſe can be ſuppoſed to occur, that 
will juttify uſing violent meaſures with children. Other 
faults may be amended by gentler methods, which ought 
always, if poſlible, to be preferred. | | 
But while I would guard you againſt every needleſs. 
and unjuſtifiable uſe of the rod of correction, allow me, 
on the-other hand, to entreat you with the greateſt ear- 
neſtneſs, to maintain an uniform and unceaſing authority. 
Never yield it, not even in the moſt trifling matter, for 
it is not your's to yield, God hath committed to you 
this authority, for the purpoſes that have been mention- 
ed; and if you allow your children to wreſt it from you, 
and thereby ruin themſelves, you do ſo at your peril. 
In this way parents ought to prevent the diſagreeable 
neceflity of coming to extremities; and it is far eaſier to 
maintain always a proper degree of authority, than to re- 


LY 
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gain it when loſt. It may be exerciſed with gentleneſs and 
moderation, if it is conſtant and uniform; but when you 
allow your children to contradict you, let the occaſion 
be what it may, you muſt either agree to loſe your au- 
thority altogether, or uſe much greater ſeverity, A 
look or a word in the one caſe, will have more influence 
than many blows in the other. A ſmall degree of inat- 
tention alſo will make you loſe your authority; for chil- 
dren know well how fir their ſuperiors are determined 
to keep them in ſubjection, and take every opportunity 
of ſlackening the reins : no intermiſhon therefore can 
be allowed in this particular. Confider well before you 
give any abſolute command, if the thing be right, and of 
tuch importance as to require your attention; for though 
you muſt not yield on any occaſion, yet the beſt way 
to maintain conſtant authority, is ſeldom to interpoſe 
it, and when you do, to ſtand to it invariably, and in 
fuch a way as to ſhew that you muſt be obeyed. 

I do not ſpeak here of unreaſonable, and far leſs of 
finful commands, from which parents ought certainly 
to recede ; though it is proper on theſe occaſions alſo, 
that they ſhould make their children underſtand, that 
they yield not to them, but to a ſenſe of duty. Nor 
do I carry the matter ſo far as to deny that parents may 
be led frequently to do otherwiſe than they intended, 
through importunity and other cauſes; but whenever 
there is an expreſs commandment on your part, and a re- 
fuſal on your ſon's, the queſtion is at iſſue whether you 
{tall be ſubject to him, or he to you; and the impro- 
priety of hazarding a deciſion againſt yourſelves, is too 
manifeſt to need any further illuſtration. 


I s#aLL conclude this diſcourſe with anſwers to 3 
fe objections. 2 


Some of you may be ready to ſay, perhaps, that your 
children are too young to be brought under authority, 
and it will be time enough ſome years hence to uſe the 
rod of correction. But you will find yourſelves in a 
very diſagreeable and hopeleſs ſituation, as to any ſervice 
you can do to your children, if you always maintain that 


they are too young, till they make you know that they 
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are too old to be ſubject to your authority; and in the 
way that ſome people reckon, ſcarcely a ſingle day inter- 
venes between theſe two periods. I have already pointed 
out ſome of the advantages ariſing from early diſcipline, 
and all that is further neceſſary, is to mention how ſoon 
it ought to take place, When you ate ſure that a child 
underſtands what you ſay to him, and when he gives 
evident marks of reſiſting authority, by intentionally do- 
ing what you prohibit, there is not the ſmalleſt doubt 
that he is capable of ſubjection. Yet the folly of ſome 
parents 1s ſo great, that it leads them to excule the un- 
towardneſs of their children, as if they could not under- 
ſtand what ſubjection means, at tie very time that they 
are acting in oppolition to their commands, aud telling 
them in plain terms that they mean to do ſo. It is ſure- 
ly impoſſible, in the nature of things, that a child can 
thus gain an aicendency over his parents, and yet be in- 
capable of yielding ſubjection. Will it be affirmed, 
that he has more ſagacity than they, while the want of 
underſtanding is the excuſe that is pleaded for him? 
This is all chat you have to conſider with reſpect to the 
time of beginning the exerciſe of authority, for no ſeve- 
rity can be necellary till there is ſome appearance of re- 
ſiſtance, and this may be ſooner or later according to the 
various diſpoſitions of children. But any child may ar- 
rive at a degree of obſtinacy and perverſeneſs, before he 
is two years of age, which it will de exeedingly difficult 
to overcome; and though his parents may not then diſ- 
cern it, they will afterwards complain that he is untrac- 
table and vicious, and that all their attempts to reclaim: 
him are ineTectual, while they do not conſider that this 
is the fruit of their own foolith indulgence, and miſta-- 
ken tenderneſs, | 


I doubt not you will alſo object, that ſuch ſtrict diſ- 
cipline will have a tendency to make your children un- 
happy. And it muſt be admitted that the due exerciſe 
of authority will frequently give them pain; but this is 
what the Lord intends, and had in view when he ſaid, . 
L. et not thy ſoul ſpare for his crying; and to balance 
it, the advantages ariſing from chaſtiſement are preſent- 
ed to your view, and frequently repeated. His com- 
| "oy ths 
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mandment to uſe the rod, is therefore a merciful com- 
mandment ; it occaſions no uneafineſs but what is ſalutary, 
no temporary crying but what will iflue in the permanent 
good of your children, 421 

It is however a miſtake to imagine, that the ſtrict- 
eſt diſcipline which the word of God enjoins, will upon 
the whole be productive of more pain and diſtreſs, than 
too much indulgence. A child who is in uſe to have 
all his inclinations gratiſied, will become peeviſh and 
fretful ; his defires are unbounded, and the moſt affec- 
tionate mother will often find it utterly impoſſible to ſa- 
tisfy him. Children thus indulged muſt be unhappy ; 
they get every thing they chule to cry for, and therefore 
they cry almoſt inceſſantly till they are four or five years 
of age. 'This is ſurely a melancholy circumſtance, and 
the more ſo, that it ariſes from an illl- directed tenderneſs 
and compaſſion, anxious for their welfare, but ignorant 
how to accompliſh it. Make it an invariable rule, as ſoon 
as your children underſtand what you ſay, never to give 
them any thing becauſe they cry, Whether it ariſes 
from a peeviſh or an imperious diſpoſition, they ought 
equally to be refiited ; and if you do fo, they will ſoon 
refrain from all unneceſſary crying. Even in times of 
fickneſs, when they muſt be treated with more than or- 
dinary compaſſion, you increaſe their fretfulneſs by too 
many compliances. On thele occaſions it is much in 
their favour that they ſhould be pliable and ſubmitiive ; 
and whatever indulgence their fituation may require, you, 
and not they, ought to be the judges. I cannot there- 
fore ſee the propriety of making their fickneſs an excuſe 
for the want of fubjeQtion in children. 

As mothers are generally moſt to blame in this fooliſh 
and hurtful indulgence, and often perſiſt in it amidſt the 
remonſtrances of their huſbands ; I would entreat them 
to conſider, if they are not under a greater obligation to 
pleaſe their huſbands, than to ſatisfy the unreaſonable 
<lamours of their children. | 


I ſhall only take notice of another objection. You 
may be in danger, you will perl:aps ſay, of making your 
children hate you, if you ſhould ſtrictly adhere to the 
ſevere diſcipline that has been recommended. Parents 
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ought certainly to guard againſt every thing which hath 
this tendency; and I apprehend that will be ſufficiently 
done, by attending to what has been ſaid on the prohi- 
bition in the text. But the word of God declares, that 
true parental affection leads to the diſcipline which we 
have inculcated; and it is not ſo difficult as ſome may 
imagine to convince children of this, and to make them 
ingenuouſly acknowledge the evil of their conduct, and 
what it deſerves. At any rate, when they come to the 
years of. diſcretion, they will be fully ſenſible that all 
our conduct was dictated by love, and will then be more 
ateful for our ſeverity than for our indulgence. 

On the other hand, fondneſs does not produce any ſo- 
lid and permanent regard. A child who has never been 
uſed to contradiction, can ſcarcely be expected to love 
any one but himſelf, He often tramples on his fond 
and doating mother, and ſhews how httle he values all 
her tenderneſs. Indulgence muſt ſtop ſomewhere, and 
then immediately reſentment: begins on the part of the 
child : you have gone too far to convince him that love 
now obliges you to alter your tone, and thus you are ſure 
to excite his ill will and averſion. 


But that which ought to ſatisfy the minds of Chri- 
ſtians, and to filence all their objections, is the conſidera- 
tion of the authority of God in this matter. You can- 
not think yourſelves at liberty to object againſt a divine 
commandment, or to ſuppole that any bad conſequences 
can ariſe from obeying it, for we are only miſerable 
when we act in oppoſition to the law of God. 


SECOND DISCOURSE. 


Have already explained the prohibition in the text, 
and the commandment to bring up our children in 


the nurture of the Lord. Ihe next thing propoſed 
was, 


III. To explain and enforce the commandment to- 
bring them up in the admonition of the Lord. 
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Tuts is a very extenſive commandment, and all of us 
who have children committed to our care muſt be con- 
ſcious ol much imperfection, and many failings, in our | 
attention to this precept. Admonition ſignifies teaching 
or inſtructing them. It allo implies exhortation, caution, Þ 
and reproof; and ſuppoſes that Chriſtians are much con- 
cerned about their children, and not only teach them, 
but enforce their inſtructions by all the arguments and 
motives that can have influence upon their minds. 

The Apoſtle calls it the admonition of the Lord, or 
the admonition which he enjoins in his word. Tiis 
leads balieving parents to regard it as enforced upon Wi 
them by Livine authority, not only in this paſſage, but 

in ther parts of the Scripture ; for it is neceſſarily im- 
vlied i in this epithet, that God had formerly command- 
ed the fame thing, and that the precepts relating to this 
ſubject, which he had given in former times, are now 
binding on Chriſtian parents. The ſame obſefvation ap- 
plies to what he calls the nurture or diſcipline of the 
Lord; and from this it appears, that believers of the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Goſpel are ſtill 1 10 to the precepts of the Old Te- 
ſtament, except in ſo far as they are expreſsly ſet aſide 
by the New Teſtament revelation, or were merely ty- 
pical of the good things which are now come. 

The admonition of the Lord implies further, that all 
the inſtructions and exhortations of parents muſt be ex- 
actly conformable to the word of God. The matter of 
your admonition is not left to your choice, nor are you 
to be guided in that by the maxims or cuſtoms of 
worldly men. The rule which the Lord hath given you 
for the regulation of your own temper and conduct, 
ought to guide you in all the admonitions that you give 
to your children, and you muſt teach them nothing that 
is, in any reſpect, oppoſite to the ſpirit of the Goſ- 

el. : | 
1 A great variety of particulars are included in this ad- 
monition, but they may be all comprehended under theſe 
two heads, Admonition as it relates to the conduct of 
children as members of ſociety, or in regard to the things 
to of this preſent world, —And as it has a reſpect to the 
knowledge of the Goſpel, and the concerns of religion. 
Theſe two are clearly diſtinguiſhable; for though the 
us things which fall to be mentioned under the firſt head, 
on- are duties incumbent on believers of the Goſpel; and 
our when they act ſuitably to their character and privileges, 
ing they will be uſeful members of ſociety, and will conſider 
on, every thing in which they are engaged as a part of their 
on- religion; yet it is one thing to be a Chriſtian, and an- 
em, other thing to act a decent and becoming part in life. 
The former cannot be ſuppoſed without the latter, but 
the latter may without the former. In the ſequel of 


, Or heſe diſcourſes you will ſee ſufficient reaſon for making 
Inis this diſtinction, which I am anxious to preſerve, though 
pon do not intend to be over ſcrupulous in claſſing the va- 
but rious particulars. | 


I ſhall begin with what relates to the conduct of your | 
Weh:ldren as members of ſociety. There are ſome pro- 
feſſing Chriftians, who would be thought too religious 


nov ſo pay any attention to matters of this kind. They wiſh 
1 op only to make their children religious, and this they will 
tne 


ave them to be at any rate, vainly imagining that they 
nave it in their power to teach them the true knowledge 
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of the grace of God, and to make them Chriſtians, And 
on the other hand, they do not properly take into their 
view, that every dommendable part of a perſon's con- 
duct, which relates even to the moſt ordinary concerns 
of this iife, would be real religion, if he were animated 
by the principles and motives Which lead the people of 
God to glorify his name in all their actionf. It can ad- 
mit of no doubt, that parents are obliged to give their 
children every fort of admonition, that has any tendency 
to promote either their temporal or ſpiritual happineſs; 
and much inftruction is neceſſary, reſpecting their good 
behaviour as members of ſociety. I ſhall mention a feu 
of what I conceive to be the leading things. 


I Fr each them a kind, reſpectful, and courteous be- 
bavioutto all men. I will not here ſpeak of ſuperiors, 
inferiors, and equals, as is commonly done; for children 
have no inferiors. Any ſuperiority that they may be 
ſuppoſed to derive from birth, ſtation, or other external 
circmnaltances, is of little conſequence in itſelf ; they 
ſhould not be taught to value themſelves on account of 
ſuch things; and the diſtinction between a man and a 
child, of which every one is conſcious, undoubtedly 
calls for ſubmiſſion and reſpect on the part of the lat- 
ter. 

Admonition upon. this ſubject will neither appear to 
you unnecefary in itſelf, nor too extenſive in its applica- 
tio 2, when you conſider that Chriſtians are commanded. 
to be courteous *, or dilcreet, affable, and obliging ; 
that gentleneſs 1 is enumerated among the fruits of the 
Spirit +, and this as diitingutthed from love, peace, long- 
ſuffering, and goodnels, mult. refer to the manner of our 
behaviour, or the outward expreſſions of a humble, kind, 
and bencficent heart; ; and alſo, that we are command- 
ed to“ honour all men ,“ and to be“ gentle, ſlie wing 
all meekneſs unto all men .? 

This courteous, gentle, and reſpectful behaviour, 
which i it is our duty to ſhew to one another, and to all 
men, is the natural effuſion of the heart, proceeding not 
merely from a deſire to pleaſe, but from genuine love 
and humility ; and in this reſpect it is diſtinguiſhed from 


S 1 Pet, yi, 8. + Gal, v. 22. þ 1 Pet. ii. 17. Tit. iii. 2, 


that Mk which generally takes place in the world. 
While therefore it 1s your duty to teach your children 
to be reſpectful and courteous in their carriage and 
manner of {peaking, you ought to pay more attention to 
the ſpirit, than to the outward form of what we call 
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good breeding. The form is alſo neceſſary, but it will 


be very unnatural, as well as hypocritical, If they are 
conſtrained to it; 'whereas, if you inculcate a kind, af- 
fable, and ſubniſſive diſpoſition, this, with the example 
of others, will induce them to behave with propriety, 
though you ſhould never command them to make any 
obeiſance, unleſs when they do it cheeriully. They mutt 
not be allowed to contradict any perſon, becauſe this 1s 
totally inconſiſtent with that humility and ſelt-diffidence 
which becomes them; and if they are not carefully 
checked in every thing of this kind, they will become 
impudent and ungovernable. 


24, Teach them to be neat and clean in their per- 
ſons, and to attend to order and regularity, in the ma- 
nagement of all their little concerns. You muſt not un- 
deritand me as recommending finery of dreſs, or lead- 
ing you to give any countenance to the natural pride and 
vanity of their minds, in relation to external ornaments, 
What I have in view is a thing altogether different from 
this, which is conſiſtent with the greateſt ſobriety and 
decency of character, while it is often totally wanting in 
thoſe who are given to ſhow and extravagance. 

The word of God prohibits Chriſtian women from 
wearing immodeſt, ſplendid, or collly apparel; but it 
does not ſet abide every ſort of ornament, for they are 


commanded to © adorn themiclves in modeſt apparel, 
with ſhamefacednels and ſobriety *:” and thoſe who fol- 


low the ſcripture-rule in theſe matters, are really moſt 
adorned ; their appearance is not only decent, but it is 


elegant and reſpectable, in proportion as they lay aſide 


the fooliſh ornaments of vanity, and adopt thoſe which 

are naturally dictated by modeity and ſobriety, Every 

thing that is mean, deſpicable, and ſlovenly, is oppoſite 

to the ſpirit of the Goſpel, as well 2s that which indi- 

2 7 pride, ambition, and vain glory. Teach your 
* 1 Tim. ii. 9. 
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children, therefore, to pay a becoming attention to their 
external appearance. You will find this intimately 


connected with general decency of conduct; for chil-. 


dren who are indifferent about every thing of this kind, 
are for the moſt part equally regardleſs of their charac. 
ter in other reſpeQs : they care not how diſagreeable 
they make themſelves, or how little they ſhare the good 
opinion of thoſe whom they ought to eſteem, and thus 
may proceed to any kind of diſorderly conduct, without 
ſhame or uneaſmeſs. | | 

Let them be trained to a regular way of conducting 
themſelves in every thing that is committed to their 
2 not ſo much for the ſake of any inconvenience 


which their little improprieties may occaſion, either to 


. themſelves or others, as on account of the influence that 
fuch things will undoubtedly have on their diſpoſitions 
and conduct, when they arrive at mature age. It is on- 
ly in little things that you can deal with children; but 
remember that in this way you form the man, which 
makes the .moſt minute attention to the ſmalleſt things 
abſolutely neceſſary. The ſcripture ſays that a good 
man will ow his affairs with diſcretion *; and this is 
a very e 

otherwiſe have it in his power to indulge the goodneſs, 
or benevolence of his heart. If you would with to ſee 
your children afterwards conduct themſelves in this way, 
lead them at an early period to a degree of order and 
_ diſcretion, in managing ſuch concerns as are in them- 
{elves of little or no conſequence. | 


| 34, It is a neceſſary part of this admonition to teach - 


them a habit of thinking. There are many grown perſons 
who do every thing at random, and ſeldom think delibe- 
rately on any thing they are to do or ſay. If they ſhould 
happen at any time to do what is fit and becoming, it is ra- 
ther by accident than deſign ; and they are in perpetual 
confuſion and embarraſſment, the one half of their time 
being ſpent in endeavouring to reQify the blunders they 
have committed through want of thought. If you do 
not wiſh your children to behave in this manner, attend 
to the proper means for correcting it, before it be too 
* Pſal. cxiu. 5. 8 
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ential part of his character, for he cannot. 
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late. They are naturally thoughtleſs, and do every 
thing without conſideration; and this difpofition in 
them admits only of being cured by flow degrees. 
Oblige them often to think, and to weigh the conle- 
quences of what they may do or ſay; what inconve- 
niencies may occur from it to themſelves; how they 
may diftreſs their parents and other relations ; and what 
opinion they may expect wiſe people to form of their 
conduct. Make them, as much as poſſible, to under- 
ſtand the cauſes and connection of things, and to know 
that the chief diſtinction between a wiſe man and a fool 
lies in this,—the one thinks, and the other will not 
give himſelf the trouble to uſe that portion of under- 
ſtanding which God hath given him. Solomon hints 
at this when he ſays, A fool uttereth all his mind, 
but a wiſe man keepeth it in till afterwards *; and 1o 
eſſential to wiſdom is this due conſideration about our 
words and actions, which admits not either of ſpeaking 
haſtily, or ſpeaking too much, that he ſuppoſes filence 
will procure, even to a fool, the reputation of wiſdom +, 
while he repreſents loquaciouſneſs as a ſure indication of. 
folly f. £ 

All of you muſt have obſerved, that a ſteady atten- 
tion of mind, and a cautious thoughtful manner of con- 
ducting one's affairs, is more uſeful in the ordinary con- 
cerns of life, than the cleareſt judgment and the bright- 
eſt talents, Application and perſeverance will furmount 
the greateſt obſtacles, and ſupply the want of many o- 
ther qualities. All your inſtructions, therefore, about 
the things of this life, are principally uſeful to your. 
children, in proportion as they have a tendency to make 
them think for themſelves. They will learn more by 
their own obſervation and experience, when once they 
are led into a proper train, than they can poſſibly learn 
by all the theories you can inſtil into their minds. 
Much knowledge may often be poſſeſſed, without un- 
derſtanding how to make uſe of it; and in this caſe, it 
is rather hurtful than beneficial. | 


4th, Teach your childrer- ſobriety, induſtry, and fru- 
gality. 6 This is neceſſary for your own intereſt, and ſtill 
* Prov. xxix. II. + Prov. xvii. 28. 1 Ecel. v. 3. 
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more ſo for their comfort and happineſs. If they are not 
taught to be moderate in their views, they will be diſcon- 
tented in every ſituation ; and if you indulge them im- 
properly, they will not be ſatisfied with any given num- 
ber of compliances. Theſe will only tend to enlarge 
their deſires, and your utmoſt endeavours to pleaſe them 
will be of no avail. I need not tell you how much the 
duty of ſobriety, in relation to all the enjoyments of this 
life, is enforced upon Chriitians in the word of God, and 
how ſuitable it is to the ſpirit of the Goſpel; for you 
are not ignorant of theſe things. But I may be allowed 
to remind you, that it is a neceſſary conſequence f 
due regard to ſobriety in your own conduct, to cheek 
the ambition, and criminal ſelf-indulgence of your: chi- 
dren. | „ aro 
Induſtry is nearly allied to ſobriety, for © he thats 
ſlothful in his work is brother to him that is a great wa- 
ſter . Encourage your children to be always active 
and employed, and if you ſee any appearances of a faun- 
tering, vacant, and liſtleſs diſpoſition, uſe every proper 
mean to deliver them from it, as it will expoſe them to 
many temptations. . It is of great advantage to young 
perſons, to be inured to labour and exertion, and never 
to wiſh for any relaxation, but what is neceſſary for reſt 
and refreſhment. - A diſpoſition to active employment 
is inherent, in moſt children, and though in their young- 
er years it is chiefly occupied in childiſh amuſements, it 
contributes to their health and improvement in various 
reſpects; and if this active diſpoſition were directed to 
uſeful purpoſes in an eaſy and agreeable way, as they 
grow up, they might in general be prevented from aban- 
doning themſelves to idleneſs, and led to engage in neceſ- 
ſary buſineſs, without any ſort of reluctance. In the 
book of / Proverbs, many things are ſaid in commenda- 
- tion of diligence in the — of lawful callings, while 
floth and idleneſs are alſo condemned in the molt ſevere 
and pointed terms; and in the New Teſtament, Chri- 
ſtians are commanded to“ labour working with their own 
hands +, net ſlothful in buſineſs, fervent in ſpirit, ferving 
the Lord 1.“ rote Nas els oor are e 
* Prov. xvili. 9. + Eph. iv: 28. 4 Rom. Xii. It. 
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15. In this induſtry, as it reſpects children, we muſt in- 
on- clude attention to neceſſary branches of learning, to 
nm. MY bich 1 do not think they ſhould be led in general by 
m. chreatenings and puniſhments, but by making them con- 
e ceive it to be a privilege, and thus animating them to 
& engage in all their fludies with a ready dnd cheerful 
mind. Chaftiſement for the neglect of this may be pro- 
per on ſome occaſions, but nothing will ſucceed that is 
uniformly carried on by force and conſtraint. 

Frugality is likewiſe intimately connected with tem- 
perance and ſobriety, and is evidently the duty of Chri- 
ttians : not indeed that frugality which ariſes from a 
mean, ſordid, and covetous difpotition, but that which 
flows from the love of juſtice and mercy, and from a con- 
ſtant recollection of their being“ ſtewards of the manifold = 
grace of God *,” We have the example of the Lord of 
the univerſe, commanding his diſciples, after he had fed 
five thouſand by a miracle, to gather up the fragments 
that remained, that nothing might be loft +. This farely 
will be a ſufficient argument with you, not to allow your 
children to waſte or deſtroy any of the bounties which 
the Lord ia his providence hath conferred upon you, 
and to make every thing that is uſeful the object of 
their care, however ſmall it may be in value. If this is 
attended to, the reit will follow of courſe. | 


It  $th, Teach them truth, juſiice, and benevolence. You 
is mult all be convinced of the great importance of theſe 
* duties, and that we can have no juſt pretenſions to Chri- 
ey ſtianity, unleſs we exemplify them in our own conduct. 
in. It might be expected that the conſequence of this would 
el. naturally be a ſtrict attention to the conduct of our chil- 
he dren in thele particulars ; yet experience teaches us that 
. this does not always follow. The faults of children ap- 
ile pear ſo triſling, and parents are diſpoſed to make ſo many 
— allowances for them, that they are apt on ſome occaſions 
= to palliate or diſregard the worſt of crimes. Remember 
mn however that falſehood is a crime, whether the thing to 
ng which it relates be trifling or important; that injuſtice 


| in the ſmalleit matters is an evil which will lead to 
more flagrant inſtances of the ſame kind, as opportuni- 
V Pet. iv. 10. "+ John vi. 12. 
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ties occur; and that a child who will not ſhow mercy 
to his companion, or part with the ſmalleſt thing that he 
conceives to be his own, will in all probability thow the 
ſame unmerciful and ſelfiſh diſpoſition when he arrives 
at manhood. If we would impreſs upon the minds of 
children a proper ſenſe of moral good and evil, we muit 
apply the principles that regulate our own conduct to 
the things with which they are converſant, and lead them 
to a correſponding practice in all thoſe little matters 
which engrols their attention, and agitate their pafſions, 


| 6th, Teach them with what company they ought to 
aſſociate. I can ſcarcely find words to exprels the ſenſe 
that I entertain of the importance of this direction; for 
unleſs you attend to it, all your other attempts to inſtruct 
and admonith your children will be of no confequence 
whatever. The Apoſtle informs believers of the Goſ- 
pel, that evil communications corrupt good manners ®;?? 
and if hey are in danger from this quarter, what ſhail we 
lay of children? If you allow them to have intercourſe 


and famiharity with wicked perſons, or if you are negli- 


gent in detecting this, and do not watch over them with 
the utmoſt anxiety, when they are in danger of falling in- 
to this ſnare, they may be uttetly ruined before you take 
the alarm. Obſerve with-what earneſt ſolicitude Solo- 
mon cautions us againſt the influence of bad company : 
Euter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in 
the way of evil men. Avoid it, paſs not by it, turn 
from it, and paſs away; for they fleep not except they 
have done miſchief +,” dc. He ules a variety of ex- 
preſſions to ſhow the imminent danger ariſing from ſuch 
a connection, and the neceflity of watching 0 it. 
And though the principal thing intended in theſe words, 


be to diſſuade us from having any connettion with wick- 
ed men in committing iniquity, yet it will not be eaſy to 
ſhow how this can be avoided, while we make ſuch our 


companions, and maintain an intimate correſpondence 
with them. | 


In vain therefore do you expect that your children | 


will profit by the beſt admonitions, if you ſuffer them 


do be expoſed to the influence of bad examples. They 


imitate almoſt every thing that is ſaid or done in their 
* 1 Cor. xv. 33. 3 Prov. iv. 14, 15,16. 


preſſion. 
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preſence, and through the natural corruption of their 
hearts, the worſt examples often make the deepeſt im- 
Theſe remarks will make it evident alfo, that it is the 
duty of Chriſtians to pay attention to the conduct of their 


: ſervants, and to avoid as much as pollible, having any 


perſon under their roof, from whole example their chil- 
dren might be in danger. 


But as they cannot be altogether withheld from ſee- 


ing the wickedneſs and profanity that takes place in the 
world, you muſt admonith them with the greateſt energy, 


to follow no example but what is good. Labour to con- 


vince them, that the miſconduct of others will be no ex- 
cuſe to them, and that they muſt not even in all reſpects 
be guided by the example and advice of thoſe whom you 


elteem. 


This leads me to make an obſervation on your beha- 


viour to children who are not your own. There are 


many who fooliſhly imagine that they cannot be too kind 
and indulgent to the children of their friends, and that 


the more they fawn upon them, und load them with fa- 
vours, the more they ſhow their regard, both to them 


and their parents. This is a great miitake, Is it any 
favour to overload the Romachs of children, and injure 


their health, as is often done in ſuch cates? Is it do-— 


ing them any good, to make them conſider their parents 


as leſs indulgent than you? Has not this an evident ten- 


dency to make them diſcontented at home? And if you 


the remonſtrances of their parents, is not this teaching 
them to make light of their authority? Children need 


to be cautioned againſt the influence of theſe miſtaken 
friends. | | 


7th, You muſt not only admoniſh your children, but 
take care that they reduce your admonitions to prac- 


tice, Without this, little good can be expected to flow 
from the beſt inſtructions. Children cannot underſtand - 


nor remember a variety of rules and precepts, but if you 
lead them to the conitant practice of the duties which 
you with to recommend, they will underſtand them per- 


fectly; and habit will have ſych an influence, that many 


- 8 2 


thus indulge them in the preſence, and in oppoſition to. 
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things which appear difficult at firſt, will become quite 
eaſy and natural. Me ſee the power of habit in the 


conduct of all men. It may be ſaid to govern the Whole 


world, and has more influence on the general deport- 
ment of mankind, than almoſt any principle we can 
name: we feel in many caſes that its ſway is irreſiſtible, 
and children moſt of all are affected by it. The incl- 


nations and propenſities of thoſe who are grown up in 


life, are generally ſuch as cuſtom has induced in their 
younger years. This attention to the conduct of your 
children, is evidently imphed in bringing them up in the 
ad monition of the Lord; for however much you may in- 
ſtruct and reprove them, this is of no ſervice any further 
than as it affects their conduct; and if they are permit- 
ted to go aſtray, you bring them up, not in the dont 
tion of the Lord, but in the ways of ſin. 

Inſtead of enlarging further on that kind of We 
tion which relates to the good behaviour of your chil- 
dren as members of ſociety, I refer you to the book 8 
Proverbs, which abounds with the moſt pointed and mi- 


nute directions to perſons in every ſituation, how to re- 


gulate their conduct in all the concerns of, this life. 
Apply theſe to your children, not merely in a doctrinal 
way : train them up in the practices recommended 
by the wiſe man. But it may be aſked, what is the moſt 


likely method of rendering theſe admonitions effec- 


tual ? 


as we ſhall preſently ſee, to inſtruct them in the know- 


ledge of the Goſpel, the laws of Chriſt, and the motives 


They ought to be enforced bs ſuch motives as py 
ſuited to affect the minds of children. It is your duty, 


— 


Which lead to the obedience of theſe ume; but while 


they are not converted to the faith by the power of God, 


we cannot expect their conduct to be regulated by the 
motives of the Goſpel. It is neceſſary to ſet before 
them, in the moſt ſtriking and forcible manner, how 


much their own happineſs and comfort in this world, in 


various reſpects, is connected with their good bebavi- 


our; and particularly, to deter them from wicked es 
tices by the ihame and diſgrace which attend them, and 


to encourage them in their duty by repreſenting 1t 28 ; 
honourable and e. It the prevalence ol cor- 
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ruption has not already placed them beyond the reach 
of every rational principle, you will find that nothing 
will have ſuch a powerful influence as the fear of ſhame, 
' and the hope of applauſe ; and parents ſhould make 
them feel the difference between a ftate of favour and 
-- approbation when they do well, and the diſcredit which 
they bring upon themſelves when their conduct is blame- 
able. In order to keep them properly alive to the feel- 
ings of ſhame, never affront them unneceſſarily. Reprove 
them as ſeldom as poſſible before ſtrangers, and do not 
even expoſe all their failings to your own families, eſpe- 
cially ſuck offences as have been only once committed. 
Chaſtiſement will in a great meaſure loſe its effect, if 
children do not feel the thame that ought to reſult from 
it ; and rewards for good behaviour will often do harm, 
if they are not given and received as tokens of your ge- 
neral approbation of their conduct. 

Theſe natural principles are not evil in themſelves 
they are regulated, but not ſet aſide by the Golpel; for 
though Chriſtians a& from much higher motives, and 
muſt obey Chriſt in many things which will expoſe them 
to the. contempt and hatred of the world; yet a regard 
to their character and reputation on zu/t grounds, is not 
prohibited in the word of God. Solomon affirms, that 
* a good name is better than precious ointment *;” and 
if this does not imply an approbation of the ſentiment, I 
cannot ſee why the obſervation was made. Chriſtians 
are obliged to have fome reſpect to the opinion and ap- 
probation of men, by ſuch general exhortations as theſe: 
Finally, brethren, whatſoever things are true, whats" _ 
ſoever things are honeſt, (or venerable), whatſoever” 
things are juſt, whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever 
things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if 
there be any praiſe, think on theſe things +.” It is allo 
one of the qualifications of a Chriſtian teacher, that he 
ſhould have © a good report of them that are without, 
left he fall into reproach and the ſnare of the devil F.”? 
All pride, and vain glory, and every deire of pleaſing 
men that prevents us from ſeeking the approbation of 
God, is undaubtedly oppoſite to the duty of Chriſtians; 
but profeſſors of religion, who are entircly regardleſs of 

* Ecol. vii. 1. + Ph, iv. 8. 1 1 Tim. ii. 7. 
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the opinion of the world, in relation to thoſe praQtical 
things of which all men are judges, muſt be deſtitute of 
the true fear of God. 


I am now to ſpeak of the admonition of the Lord, 
as it relates to the knowledge of the Goſpel and the 
concerns of religion. | 
This is infinitely more important than any aUmonitions 
that have for their object the tranſitory concerns of this 
preſent mortal itate, and above all other things deſerves 
to be called the admonition of the Lord. Vet there are, 
among profeſſing Chriltians, too many who are negligent 
in the performance of this duty, and ſome who endea- 
your to eſtablich a religious principle againſt it, and con- 
fider every thing of this kind, as having a tendency to 
make children ſelf- righteous and hypocritical ;- as if we. 
could not inftrut them in the knowledge of free re- 
miſſion of fins through the blood of Chriſt, without lead- 
ing them to depend on their own works, nor ſpeak at all 
about the true profeſſion of his name, without caufing 
them to make this profeſſion in hypocriſy. 

But, ſay they, Divine grace is ſovereign, the know- 

ledge of it is altogether ſupernatural, and can only be 
- communicated by the power of God, and the teaching 
of his Holy Spirit; therefore all our attempts are 
equally vain and finful, for we have nothing in our 


3 power, and every exertion of this kind mnſt proceed 


upon a denial of Divine fovereignty. Such ſentiments 
may confirm us in the perſuaſion that the Lord acts as a 
Sovereign in conferring his grace, for thoſe who fully 
imbibe them ſeem not to partake of it. But is it neceſ- 
ſary to our holding the doQtrine of Divine ſovereignty, 
that we ſhould hide from our children the riches and 
freedom of the mercy of God to ſinners, and uſe no 
means to teach them the knowledge of Chriſt and his 
falvation ? Then might we ſay that the preaching of the 
Apoſtles was an open demial of what they taught, for 
they certainly declared to all men the glad tidings of ſal- 
vation “, d them to be reconciled to God +, and 
commanded them to believe the Goſpel , and to repent 
* Rom. x. 10, 11, 12, 13. 18. Mark xvi. 15. ; | 
F 2 Cor. v. 20s ©; MPA 
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and be converted that their fins might be blotted out *. 


They had, it is true, an immediate commithon from the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt thus to preach the Goſpel, and to call 
men to repentance; but this does not change the nature 
of the thing. If the uſe of ſuch means to enlighten fin- 


ners in the knowledge of the truth, be oppoſite to the 


ſovereignty of Divine grace, the Apoſtles, above all 


others, would have avoided this, and conſequently they 


would not have publiſhed their teſtimony, nor preſſed it 
on the minds of unbelievers, as they frequently did; but 


muſt have left all in the hand of God, without any en- 


deavours on their part to convince men either of their 
finful fate, or of the way of obtaining deliverance from 
it. Such are the abſurdities in which people land them- 
ſelves by this falſe and deſtructive principle. 
Chriſtians are undoubtedly bound to teach their chil- 
dren both the doctrines and duties of Chriſtianity. Were 


not the people of Iſrael commanded to inſtruct their chil- 


dren in the knowledge of what God had done for their fa- 
thers, and of the laws and ordinances which he gave them 
to obſerve ? Moſes enjoins this upon them in the moſt ſo- 
lemn way, when he lays, ©* Take heed to thyſelf, and 
keep thy ſoul diligently, leſt thou forget the things which 
thine eyes have ſeen, and leſt they depart from thy heart 


all the days of thy life : but teach them thy ſons and thy 


fon ſons: eſpecially the day that thou ſtoodeſt before 


the Lord thy God in Horeb, when the Lord ſaid unto 


- me gather the people together, and I will make them 


hear my words, that they may learn to fear me all the 
days that they ſhall live upon the earth, and that they 
may teach their children +.” Again he ſays, There- 
fore ſhall ye lay up theſe my words in your heart and 
in your ſoul, and bind them as a ſign upon your hand, 
that they may be as frontlets between your eyes. And 
you ſball teach them your children, ſpeaking of them when 
thou fitteſt in thine houſe, and when thou walkeſt by the 
way, when thou lieft down, and when thou riſeſt up 4.“ 


The Pſalmiſt Aſaph alſo declares that this was the prac- 


tice among thoſe who feared God in Iſrael, and ſhows by 
what authdrity they were led to do fo, in theſe words, 
I will open my mouth in a parable, I will utter dark 
ſayings of old, which we have heard and known, and our 
* Acts iii. 19. + Deut. iv. 9, 10. + Deut. xi. 18, 19. 
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fathers have told us. We will not hide them from their 


children, ſhowing to the generation to come the praiſes 
of the Lord, and his ſtrength, and his wonderful works 
that he hath done. For he eſtabliſhed a teſtimony in 
Jacob, and appointed a law in Iſrael, which he command- 


ed our fathers, that they ſhould make them known to 


their children; that the generation to come might 


know them, even the children who ſhould be born, 


who. ſhould ariſe and declare them to their chil- 
dren; that they might ſet their hope in God, and 
not forget the works of God, but keep his command- 
ments: and might not be as their fathers, a ſtubborn and 
rebellious generation, a generation that ſet not their heart 
aright, and whoſe ſpirit was not ſtedfaſt with God “.“ 
Hezekiah too, when under lively impreſſions of | gan; 
to God for his recovery from a dangerous diſeale, makes 
ule of theſe emphatical.words, * The living, the living, 
he ſhall praife thee as I do this day, the father to the 
children ſhall make known thy truth +.” And the Lord 
expreſſes his approbation of this in the caſe of Abraham; 
* know him, that he will command his children and 


his houſehold after him, and they ſhall keep the way of 


the Lord, to do juſtice and judgment, that the Lord 
may bring upon Abraham that which he hath ſpoken of 
him x.” | F 

To theſe commandments and examples the Apoſtle 
ſeems to refer, when he calls the admonition of which we 
now ſpeak, the admonition of the Lord ; and will any of 
us ſay that we are leſs bound to teach our children than 
the ſons of Jacob were, whom God redeemed out of the 
houſe of bondage ? Are the things that he hath done for 
us of leſs importance, or the motives that he hath given 
us to obey him leis powerful and conftraining ? Think 
.of the great ſalvation which God hath wrought for us, 
and which we profeſs to enjoy, the means by which it 
is accomplithed, and the glorious hope to which we are 
raiſed; and then ſay if we ought not to conceive our 
obligations to be as much ſtronger than thoſe laid upon 
the ancient people of God, as the ſalvation conferred 
upon us is greater, and more glorious than theirs. 


: 


I can only give a ſhort ſketch of the things which you 


are called to teach them. Begin with the creation of 


* Bſal. Ixxviil. 2,---9, — IIa. zxxvili. 19. 4 Gen. xviii. 19. 
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the world and of man, and, without attempting a defini- 
tion of the abſtract perfections of God, which you cannot 
underſtand any more than they, give them ſome idea of 
his wiſdom, power, and goodnels, as theſe appear in the 
works of creation“ . Endeavour to impreſs upon their 
minds a ſenſe of their dependance on the great, [exovan, 
as their creator and preſerver, and the obligations under 
which they are laid by his conſtant loving kindneſs and 
mercy, in providing for all their wants +. Inform them 
of the fall of man, and the miſeries which it entails; 
that the world is curſed on account of the fin of man, 
that diſeaſes and death are the conſequences of the firit 
tranſgreſſion, and that all the poſterity of Adam inherit 
from him a corrupt nature . Give them ſome account 
of the conduct of God to his ancient people, and the 
various things that befel them in Egypt, in the wilder- 
neſs, and in the promiſed land. To theſe they may firſt 
attend merely as hiſtorical facts, and you can afterwards 
inſtruct them as to the deſign of God in the whole of his 
procedure towards that people; that the Meſſiah was to 
{pring from them, and that they and their temple, altar, 
ſacrifices, prieſts, prophets, kings, Oc. were all typical 
of good things to come. Make them acquainted with 
the promiſes concerning the ſeed of the woman who was 
to bruiſe the head of the ſerpent ||, the ſeed of Abraham 
in whom all nations were to be bleſſed F, the ſeed of 
David who was to be David's Lord as well as his ſon I, 


. and to fit upon the throne of his kingdom for ever ““. 
, Call their attention to the minute deſcription that is gi- 
. ven by the prophets, of the character of the Mefliah, 
r his Divine majeity and glory, his mean appearance, the 
1 work that he was to accompliſh, and the particular cir- 
K cumſtances which they foretel concerning his incarnation, 
„, life, death, reſurrection, and following glory. 7 
it Lead them to conlider the exact accompliſhment of 
0 theſe promiſes, in the coming of the Meſſiah, in all that 
r he himſelf did, and in all that was done to him by his 
* greateſt enemies ++; that after ſuffering the contempt 
ed * Pſal. xix. 1.7. If. xl. 12, to the end. Rom. 1. 19, 20. 

| + Pfal. Ixv. 5, to the end. Pſal. cvii. Acts xiv. 17. 54 
mh + Gen. iii. 6. 17, 18, 19. Rom. v. 12, to the ol Pſal. li. 5. 

h. ii. I, 2, 3. Gen. iii. 15. F Gen, xxvili. 14. 

of Plal. cx. 1. * 2 Sam. vii. 13. 16. 


19. tt Luke xxiv. 25, 26, 27. 44, 45, 46. Acts xiii. 27. 29. 
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and perſecution of men, during a life of the deepeſt 
ſorrow and affliction, which was ſpent in doing good, 
preaching the goſpel, and confirming his doctrine by 
miraculous works, he died upon the croſs * as an ato- 
ning facrifice for the fins of men; that he roſe again 
from the dead on the third day, giving the moſt com- 


that of the prophets, concerning the infinite dignity of 
his perſon, and the perfection of his atonement, which 
* God 1; that he is now aſcended to the throne 
of his glory, and repentance and remiſſion of ſins are 
preached in his name unto all nations, while the fulleſt 
aſſurance is given, that he that believeth ſhall be faved, 
and he that believeth not ſhall be damned . Poĩnt 
out to them the great and ineſtimable bleſſings which 
we obtain through the death of Chriſt ; the forgive - 
neſs of ſins, peace with God, the Spirit of adoption, 
deliverance from the power of fin, and the hope of the 
reſurrection of the dead, and of eternal glory 105 Inform 
them alſo of the ſecond coming of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the important tranſactions that will then take place; ; 
that he will come in his glory and all the holy Angels 
with him, and will then ſſt upon the throne of his glo- 
ry ; that all nations ſhall be gathered before him, and 
that he will judge them according to their works; for 
the wicked ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſhment, 
but the righteous into life eternal 9. 

Theſe things ought to be ſet before them, not merely 


molt deeply intereſted, When they are capable of 
committing actual fin, tell them plainly of their miſe- 
rable ſituation as tranſgreſſors of the Divine law, and 
under its curſe. Repreſent to them their abfolute need 
of falvation through the blood of Chrift, and the im- 
poſſibility « of their obtaining deliverance from the'wrath 
to come in any other way, Urge this upon their con- 
ſciences, - by ſhewing them the extent of the Wes of 


* Acts ii. 22, 23, and x. 38, 3 39. Heb. ix. Gu 28. g 
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h + Luke xxiv. 26. 46. Acts ii. 24.37. Rom. i. 4. 1 Pet. i. 21. 

3 Luke xxiv. 47. Acts xiii. 38, 39. 46, 47, 38. 

| || Rom. iii. 24. and v. 1 1 3; and vi. 14. * viii. chroughout 
| Mat. xxv. 31, 32. 6. | 
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God, and their many deficiencies in that perfect love 
to God and their neighbour which the law requires. 
Speak to them of the riches of Divine mercy diſplayed 
in Chriſt, and the ſuitableneſs and all- ſufficiency of his 
finiſhed work to heal their ſouls, and to give them 
peace with God, informing them that the Goſpel is 
preached to every creature without exception ; that it 
ſuits the caſe of the moſt guilty and deipairing, of 
which you can produce many inſtances from the New 
Teſtament ; and that no works nor exertions are ne- 
ceſſary on their part, to put them in poſſeſſion of the 
benefits of the death of Chriſt. Dwell upon this moſt 
important truth, that the work which juſtifies the un- 
godly 1s already finiſhed, and that ſinners obtain an in- 
tereſt in it h rough faith, in oppolition to being juſtified 
by the deeds of the law *, 


Lead them alſo to conſider the practical influence of 


the truth on thoſe who believe it; that the word of God, 
when it is received, muſt neceſſarily comfort, ſanctify, 
and bring forth fruit, and that every profeſñon of faith 
in Chriſt, without this, is vain and hypocritical, for he 
lays, © By their fruits ye ſhall know them. Not eve- 
ry one that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven, but he that doth the will of my 


Father who 1s in heaven +.” 


This inſtruction will be beſt communicates, by owe 


ing them what effects the Goſpel produced on thoſe who 
firſt believed it. They were * turned from darkneſs un- 
to light, and from the power of Satan unto God 4.“ 
The word of truth, accompanied by the Divine energy 
of the Holy Spirit, reached their fouls, overcame all their 


enmity, and made them fubje& to the Prince of Peace. 
Thoſe who were converted by the preaching of the A- 
poſtles were immediately baptized as a public teſtimony 


of. their faith in Gop, ruk FATHER, THE SON, and THE ho- 


LY SPIRIT, into whoſe name they were baptized || ; and 


particularly of their faith in Chriſt, their enjoyment of 


the bleflings purchaſed by his death, and their ſubjection 
to his laws 5. They continued ſtedfaſtly in the A- 


* Rom. iii. 20, to the end, and iv. 4, 5. 16. and x. 5, 14. 
7 Mat. vii. 20, 21. I Acts xxvi. 18. Mat. XXviii. 19. 
Acts ii. 38, 41. and xxii. 16. Rom. vi. 3, 4. 
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poſtles doctrine, the fellowſhip, the breaking of bread, 

and the prayers *.” 'They abounded in works of l 
berality +, and thus ſhewed their mortification to this 
world, and their love to one another for the truth's ſake, 
by which they were cloſely united together; for we are 
informed that the multitude of them that believed 
were of one heart and of one ſoul f.” They were taught 
alſo by the grace of God which bringeth ſalvation, to 
deny ungodlineſs and worldy luſts, and to live ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and godly in this preſent world || ; and thus 
they recommended their holy profeſſion to all around 
them by a. converſation becoming the Goſpel, while they 
ſtrictly adhered to all the commandments of our Lord 
and Saviour. They were conſtrained by the love of 
Chriſt not to live unto themſelves, but unto him wha 
died for them, and role again 1. They looked alſo for 
that bleſſed hope and the glorious appearing of the great 
God and our Saviour Telns Chriſt **; and while their 
ſouls were animated and encouraged by this lively hope, 
they were moved with the fear of being diſapproved in 
the day of the Lord, if they ſhould depart from the truth, 

or act in oppoſition. to its genuine influence ; for the A- 
poſtle ſays, when ſpeaking about their confident hope of 


eternal life, and willingneſs to be abſent from the body, 


and preſent with the Lord, Wherefore we labour that 
whether preſent (in the body), or abſent (from it), we 
may be accepted of him; for we ſhall all ſtand before 
the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, that every one may receive. 
the things done in his body, according to that he hath 
done, whether it be good or bad ++.” 


As to the particular mode of teaching your childrens? 


it appears to me not very material, whether this be done” 
by aſking them from time to time ſuch queſtions as oc- 


cur to your memory, and furniſhing them with ſcriptu- 
ral anſwers; or by ufing a catechiſm, provided this ca- 


techiſm were EkaQly conformable to the word of God. 


Each of theſe methods has advantages peculiar to itſelf. 


When parents are judicious, well informed, and able to 


convey proper inſtructions to their children, there is no 


* Acts ii. a2. Acts ii. 44, 45. Acts iv. 32. 
Tit. ii. 11, 12. 5 2 Cor. v. 14. * * Tit. ii. 13. 
++ 2 Cor. v. 9, 10. * | ; 
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need for any ſet form, and children will make greater 
progrels in the knowledge of Divine things, and be leis 
in danger of falling into error, when they are led imme- 
diately to the word of God, and derive all their inſtruc- 
tion from this pure and uncorrupted ſource. But eve- 
ry, Chriſtian parent is not equal to this taſk, and ſome 
children too are flow to receive inſtruction, and need to 
have the {ame things fo often repeated, that the parent's 
method naturally turns into a ſet form at laſt. In theſe 
caſes it might be preferable to make uſe of a fimple, well 
digeſted catechiſm, conceived as much as poſſible in 
the language of Scripture, if ſuch a thing could be ob- 
tained without any mixture of falſe doctrine. But what- 
ever method you follow, I beſeech you do not forget, 
that the ſucceſs of your endeavours depends entirely on 
the bleſſing of him who gave the increaſe, when Paul 
preached and Apollcs watered. Depend therefore up- 
on God and pray earneſtly to him, that he would ac: 
company his word with the power of his Holy Spirit, 
and make it reach the hearts of your children. 

It is abſolutely neceTary that there ſhould be ſome 
ſtriking appearances of this, before we give our children 
any encouragement” to profeſs the faith. But, though 
it is evidently inconſiſtent with our duty to lead them by 
our authority, or their attachment to us, to obſerve the 
ordinances of Jefus Chriſt, for this would really be to 
make them hypocrites ; yet there are many things ſo 
much in our power, that we muſt be highly culpable if 
we do not attend to them. For inſtance, if we have any 
concern for their ſouls, this will induce us to bring them 


regularly to the church on the firſt day of the week, for 


we know that faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God“; and we will be careful that 
they ſhould not go to places of worſhip, where they will 
hear doctrine ſubverſive of the Goſpel, and ruinous to 
the fouls of men. They can have no pretence of any prin- 
ciple of conſcience againſt this, till they are capable to 
chuſe for themſelves, and can give ſome reaſon for their 
choice. We ought alſo to enjoin upon them a becoming 
conduct on the Sabbath day, not allowing them to run a- 
bout, or to indulge the ſame levity as on other days, that 

* Rom. X. 17. | i Ke 
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we ourſelves may not be interrupted in the duties to 
which we are called, and that they may attend to the 
inſtructions which they ought to receive, both in public 
and in private, —It is likewile our duty to reſtrain their 
inſobriety in the article of dreſs, and to prohibit them 
from reading ſuch books, or frequenting ſuch public a- 
mulements, as might have a tendency to corrupt and vi- 
tiate their minds. If we indulge them in matters of this 
kind, it is little better than following the ſame practices 
ourſelves. Much more will this hold an relation to im- 
moral conduct; thoſe. who ſuffer their children to com- 
mit ſuch crimes, muſt have too little averſion to them, 
and are actually partakers in them. Vet we have no 
dominion over the conſciences of our children, nor any 
right either to command or perſuade them to make a 
profeſſion of the name of Chriſt, till they appear to be 
taught of God. 

Only one thing more occurs to me with reſpect to 
the religious training of children, namely, what inſtruc- 
tions ought to be given them about the duty of prayer. 
If we teach them that all the bleſſings they enjoy come 
from the bountiful hand of Cod, we ought alſo to repre- 
ſept it as their duty and privilege, to pray to him for 
every thing they need, and to expreſs their gratitude 
for the mercies which he daily conſers. And if we ſpeak 
to them of ſalvation through the name of Chriſt, we 
cannot fail to urge upon them the duty of prayer, ſee- 
ing this is a part of the goſpel teſtinony, Whoſoever 
calleth upon the name of the Lord ſhall be faved *; 
and one who was in the - gall of bitterneſs, and in the 
bond of iniquity, was thus addreſſed by the Apoſtle Pe- 
ter, © Repent, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of 
thine heart may be fofgiven thee 1.“ But it is alſo ne- 
ceſſary to ſet before. them the way of acceſs to God 


through the atonement of Chriſt, and to call them to 


repentance while we exhort them to pray, ſhewing them 
that thoſe only can be heard and accepted who approach 
to God in the name of the advocate with the Father, Jeſus 
Chriſt the righteous, who is the propitiation for our fins +. 

If it be neceſſary thus to pray with underſtanding, 
from a ſenle of our need of mercy, and ſome degree of 


* Rom. x. 13. + Acts viii. 22, 23. +} 1 John ii. 1, 2. 
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erſuaſion that God is the hearer of prayer as he is ma- 
ufeſted in the Goſpel, the juſt God and the Saviour 
it muſt be improper to make children repeat words 
which they do not underſtand, and to call this praying 
to God, while they have perhaps no conception of their 
own wants, nor any faith in the Lord's ability to ſupply 
them, nor in the ground on which they can expect an 
anſwer of their prayers. Nay, in many cafes they know 
not that they are addreſſing God at all, for their prayers 
are repeated in the preſence of their parents, or of thole 
who have the charge of them; and it is natural for them 
to imagine, that they addreſs "themſelves to the perſons 
at whoſe command they perform this taſk. 

I would therefore have you to avoid this unmeaning 
form, while you encourage your children to pray, and 
enforce it upon them by every motive that leads you to 
pour out your own hearts before the God and Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Teach them on all theſe occa- 
fions, “to enter into their cloſet, and when they have 
ſhut the door, to pray to our Father who is in ſecret “,“ 
as this will tend to. give them a juſt idea of the nature 
of prayer. It is likewiſe better that they ſhould ex- 
preſs the real deſires of their hearts in a natural way, 
however imperfectly, than that they ſhould uſe the moſt 
unexceptionable form of words, which probably, though 
it were underſtood, might have no relation whatever to 
the ſtate of their minds. 

The Lord's prayer ſeems intended rather to teach his 
diſciples u hat things they ſhould pray for, and to pre- 
vent them from uling vain repetitions as the heathen do, 
than to furniſh them with a preciſe form of words. For 
there are many other examples of prayer in the New 
Teſtament, and, though the whole of theſe correſpond 
exactly with the matter contained in the Lord's prayer, 


and are imitations of its conciſe and comprehenſive man- 


ner, yet none of them are expreſſed in the words which 

are uſed by our Lord. While therefore it is certainly 

proper to call the attention of children to this excellent 

2 for prayer, they ought to be cautioned againſt 
al and nene a OS offi it. 

a 3 a vi. 6. Fg) | 
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THIRD DISCOURSE, 


N the laſt diſcourſe, IL explained the commandanent 

to bring up our children in the admonition of the 

Lord, both as it relates to the concerns of this Ka and 
the life that is to come. 

Another particular on this head requires Rill to be 
confidered, namely, that you ſhould enforce all your ad- 
monitions by your own example. I have already made 
ſome remarks on the influence of example, when exhort- 
ing you to preſerve your children from falling into bad. 
company; but your on example is of much greater im- 

portance than 155 of any one elfe. It is always before 
them, they obſerve you daily, they have confidence in 
you, they believe that what you do is right; and, even 
on the ſuppoſition that they act as good à part as can in 
general be expected from children, their utmoſt ambi- 
tion will be to follow your example: many come ſhort 
of their parents, but few excel them. You ought there- 
fore to be exceedingly cautiaus to avoid every thing in 
your own conduct, that may tend to miſlead your chil- 
dren; their good behaviour at preſent depends upon it, 
and in, all probability, your example will have a conli- 
derable influence in forming their character for life. 
Jou have no right to expect, that Your precepts will 
have any ſalutary influence, if you act in oppoiition to 
them yourſelves; nor can you. with. any conſſtency 
blume your children for, the very lame Mos that ou 
practiſe. 
1 cannot mention all, the 8 "particulars. in- which you 
'ought to ne thera a pattern of ſobriety, righicouſneſs, 


lie. 
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and godlinels, for this would lead me to ſpeak of every 


Chriſtian virtue: nor is it neceſlary ; for you know what 


is incumbent on you as the followers of Jeſus Chriſt. 
But in' general obſerve, that theſe remarks apply to 
every thing that is good and praiſe-worthy. Whate- 
ver you would have your children to do, make it yo 
conſtant aĩm to do it yourſelves, and never let them have 
it to ſay, that you live in the practice of any one thing, 
which you with them to avoid. I ſhall exemplify this 
by a particular inſtance. There are many people who 
ſpeak falſely to children, ſometimes merely for their en- 
tertainment, and at other times to ſooth them, and quiet 
their clamours ; putting them in fear by things which 
have no exiſtence, promiſing what they have no inten- 


tion to perform, or telling them a downright lie to de- 


ceive them. Such things are excuſed becauſe they are 
trifling, or done only with a view to amule or frighten 
children. But however unimportant the ſubject may 
be, and whatever good ends you may propole in telling 
what you know to be falſe, you are guilty.of lying when 
you do ſo ; and in this you ſet an example to your chil- 
dren, of one of the greateit crimes which they have it 
in their power to commit. You ought not only to avoid 
giving them a bad example, but to ee of every ap- 
pearance of it. Never allow them to proceed on a miſtake, 
and to ſuppoſe that you ſay or do what is wrong, by ne- 
glecting to give them a proper explanation. This will 
happen when you tell them marvellous ſtories, which even 
children can ſcarcely credit, without faying at ſame time 
that you do not vouch for the truth of them; 3, or when 
you ſpeak of extraordinary incredible things, which in 

one ſenſe are falſe, and in another true. Whenever you 
tne them to remain in the belief that you have told a 
falſehood, whether it be ſo or not, you teach them to 


I I requeſt your attention to the example which. vou 


ougbt to let before them in matters of religion, prinoi- 


pally with a view to ſhow you how abſurd it. is to fup- 
pole that you can be of any uſe to your chuldyen in this 
relſge , unleſs your practice juſtify your profeſſion, and 
accord with the inſtructions which you communicate. 
You may tall; to them of the love and fear of God; but 


52 . THE ADMONITION OF THE LORD, [ Third 


alas! brethren, will they not either think that theſe are 
light matters in themſelves, or that you make light of 
them, if you do not give evidence that. you yourſelves 
fear God, by ſubmitting in all things to his authority, 
and taking his word for your rule? What eſtimation 


will they form of your ſpeeches about the Goſpel being 


the one thing needful, and the profeſſion that you make 
of mortification to this world, if they can diſcern from 
your conduct that you are chiefly ſolicitous about pre- 
ſent happineſs ? Will they think you fincere in what you 
ſay about confidence in God, if they ſee you often di- 
ſtrated with worldly care? And though you may talk 
to them of the duties of devotion, and the way of acceſs 
to God in prayer; how are they to underſtand this, or 
how can they think there is any ſincerity in you, if they 
are never witneſs to your prayers ? This is one thin 

among others, which ſhews the neceſſity of Chriſtians 
attending to family devotion. If it be your duty not on- 
ly to admoniſh your children, but to exemplify in your 


own conduct all that you would with to enforce upon 


them, 1s it not of great conſequence that you ſhould ſet 
them an example of daily prayer, to ſhow that you are 
believers in Chriſt, and approach to God with humble 
confidence in his name; that you live by the atonement, 


aad thus delight in having intercourſe with God ; that 


you are grateful to him for the mercies which he daily 
confers on you and your families; and that you truſt in 
him for every needful bleſſing? ooo nn 
A tram of conduct oppoſite to this, is worſe in ſome 
reſpects, than if you were to ſay nothing at all to your 
children about religion. It is teaching them to think 
the Goſpel a matter of mere theory; and that they may 
with ſafety ſpeculate about things of infinite importance, 
without having their hearts and conduct affected by 
them. It is teaching them to be hypocrites, and falſe 
profeſſors of the name of Chriſt. I am not charging you 
with any thing of this fort, but it is neceſſary to 
you againſt the ſlighteſt appearances of this inconfiſtent 
conduct, by ſhowing you how odious it is in its extreme, 
and what deſtructive conſequences may be expected 
from it. Thus it appears, that a good example is inclu- 
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ded in the admonition Which Chriſtian parents are com- 
manded tv give to their children. : 
Thoſe who have the children of their friends or 
others committed to their charge, are alſo called to the 
performance of the ſame duties; and they ſhould endea- 
vour to ſupply, by a principle of conſcience, the defici- 
ency that muſt ariſe from the want of parental affec- 
tion. | 


IV. I ſhall now call your attention to ſome of thoſe 
motives, and encouragements which are ſuited to animate 
you to the faithful performance of theſe duties, 


1/2, I remark in general, that all the duties which pa- 
rents owe to their children, muſt proceed from love; 
indeed this is the principle of every duty to our fellow 
creatures, for love is the fulilling of the law; but it is 
eipecially neceſſary here, When we confider what la- 
bours are endured in bringing up children, how much 
toil of body, and anxiety of mind it occaſions, what con- 
{tant watchtalaels is neceſſary for their preſervation from 
external injuries, and what diligence is requiſite to teach 
them every thing that may promote their happineſs in 
this life, and in that Which is to come, while our admo- 
nitions mutt be repeated daily, and our utmoſt exertions 
employed to make them effectual; we muſt ſee at once, 
that all this cannot be done without a high degree of 
attachment to them. How could we bear their follies 
and impertinences, or ſhow any kind of moderation in re- 
proving them, if we did not love them? We may there- 
fore diſcern much wiſdom and goodneſs in the conduct 
of our great Creator, who hath implanted in the hearts 
of parents a ſtrong affeQtion for their offspring, which 
effectually diſpoſes them to ſeek their happinels, and will 
in many reſpects accompliſh this end, if they are proper- 
ly informed about the means of obtaining it. This paſ- 
ſion is univerſal, with only a few exceptions ; it is ons 
of the eſſential properties of our nature, though not pe- 
culiar to it, as we obſerve in the inferior creation allo a 
ſtrong affection to their young. It is common to all pa- 
rents, however deficient in point of underſtanding, and 
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however deſtitute of the influence of religion and the 
fear of God. 5 

The Goſpel does not eradicate theſe natural affections, 
though it obliges us to love Chriſt more than father, or 
mother, or wife, or children, or even our own life *: 
on the contrary it enforces them, and leads to the due 
exerciſe of that love and tenderneſs which nature dic- 


tates. The word of God repreſents the want of natural 


affection as a great evil, and ranks it with the worſt of 
crimes +; huſbands are commanded to love their wives 
as Chriit loved the church, and as they love their own 
bodies 4; and wives are commanded to love their huſ- 
bands and their children |]. 

I cannot therefore ſuppole you deficient in this love ; 
you feel all the ties of nature as well as other men, and 
you profeſs to be fubjeCt to the authority of God, enfor- 
cing upon your udo the duties which reſult from 
them. This encourages me to addreſs you on the ſubject 
of bringing up your children, and aſide from this motive, 
I ſhould have little hope of being able to prevail with 
you to bring them up in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord. But, brethren, if you have the hearts of pa- 
rents, and with above all things to make your children 
happy, ought you not to conſider well in which way this 
deſirable object is to be obtained? And is not this a 
ſtrong argument to induce you to attend to what has been 
ſaid on this important ſubje& ? The more you think of 
the directions that have been offered to your conſidera- 
tion from the word of God, the more will they be ap- 
proved by your reaſon and conſcience, and call forth all 
your parental tenderneſs to give them force and energy. 


24, Another motive is the example of the Lord him- 


ſelf, in his conduct towards his children. He conde- 
ſcends to call himſelf the father of his people, he hath 


ſaid that they ſhall be ſons and daughters of the Lord 
Almighty; and having taken them into this near and 
intimate relation, he acts the part of a moſt kind, indul- 


gent, and compaſſionate father. This ſurely is an ex- 


ample worthy of our imitation. Conſider then how he 


* Mat. x. 37. 39. Luke xiv. 26. + Rom. i. 3t. 2 Tim. iti. 3, 
} Eph, v. 25. 28. | [| Tit. ii. 4. | 
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exerciſes his fatherly love. The greateſt diſplay of it 
is, in this caſe, beyond all poſſibility of our imitation ; z 1 
mean the gift of his beloved Son when we were enemies 
and ungodly, and his reconciling us to himſelf by the 
death of his Son. But it is from this that we are taught 
to conceive the greatneſs of his love, and to expect eve- 
ry other bleſſing that God can beſtow. © He that ſpared 
not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how 
ſhall he not with him alſo freely give us all things 1 
Brethren, we cannot imitate this expreſſion of divine love 
in our conduct towards our children, for they are not 
our enemies, they never needed to be reconciled to us, 
(unleſs ſome of you have had a prodigal ſon), and we 
have not adopted them into our families. 

But the Lord's method of training his children, after 
they are redeemed by the hlood of Chriſt, and brought 
into his family, claims our attention here. While he 
beſtows every bleſſing according to his own good plea- 
ſure and ſovereign mercy, he refuſes nothing that con- 
tributes to the real happineſs of his people; He will 
give grace and glory; no good thing will he withhold 

rom them that walk uprightly +.” - And our Lord, 

when repreſenting his fatherly compaſſion, and illuſtra- 
ting it by the Kindneſs of earthly parents, ſays to his diſ- 
ciples, © If ye then, being evil, know how to give good 
gifts unto your children; how much more ſhall your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit,” or as it is elſe- 
where expreſſed, © good things to them that aſk him 1.“ 
He pities them in all their weakneſſes and diſtreſſes, and 
affords them ſeaſonable relief and protection; “ As a 

father pitieth his children, ſo the Lord pitieth them that 
fear him; for he knoweth our frame, he remembereth 
that we are duſt [| And though he cauſe grief, yet 
will he have compaſſion according to the multitude of 
his mercies 5.“ He exerciſes no 15 verity without a pro- 
per cauſe, for He doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve 
the children of men **. It is all meant for the good of 
his children, and in mercy to their ſouls; © He chaſtiſes 
them for their profit, that they may be made partakers 


* Rom. viii. 32. + Pſal. Ixxxiv. 11. 


{ Luke xi. 13. Mat. vii. 11. | Pal. cu. 13, 14. 
0 Lam. iii. 32. ** Lam. iii. 33. 
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of his holineſs *; and we are informed, that it it is on- 
Iy if need be,” that * they are in heavinels through 
manifold trials +.” On the other hand, he will not in 
any caſe indulge them to their hurt; he promiſes to give 
nothing but what is agreeable to his will; and no impor- 
tunity can reverle this law, although he directs his chil- 
dren to be importunate in praying for ſuch things as he 
hath promiſed to beſtow, and aſſures them of ſucceſs x. 
He alſo ſhows his diſpleaſure when they offend || ; he 
diſciplines his children and brings them under the rod; 
he chaſtens, rebukes, and ſcourges themy. He does 
not follow their inclinations in this reſpect, nor ſpare for 
their crying: and he has complacency in them, and ma- 
nifeſts his Eiberiy love to them, only when they act a- 
greeably to his will **. The whole of his procedure, 
therefore, is ſuited to deliver them from ſin, to make 
them happy when in the way of their duty, and miſerable 
when they depart from it. This is the conduct of him 
who exerciſes infinite love and compaſſion ; and if you 
act ſuitably to your character as the children of God, 
you will endeavour to imitate this high example. 

Confider alſo how the Lord teaches, admoniſhes, and 
warns his children. He does this with tenderneſs, as they 
are able to bear it; with much earneſtneſs and importuni- 
ty, if we may ſo ſpeak, ſetting before them every motive 
that 1s ſuited to awaken their attention, and engage their 
warmelt affections; and with unceaſing care and perſeve- 
rance, giving them line upon line, and precept upon pre- 
cept, uſing a variety of means to inſtruct them in the 
knowledge of his will. 


34, One of the ſtrongeſt inducements to lead you to 
the performance of every parental duty, is the conſider- 
ation of the fruits which you have reaſon to expect from 
diligence in theſe duties, and the melancholy conſequen- 
ces of neglecting them: to this I beg your 2 N 
attention. 


* Heh. xii. 10. | + 1 Pet. i. 6. 


} 1 John v. 14. Pſal. IXxxv. 12. Luke xi. 5,---14. and xviil. 1,---9. 
l mos iii. 2. F Heb. ii. 5,---I2. 


* John xiv. 21. 23. and xv. 10. 1 John iii. 27, to the end. 
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The bad conſequences of neglecting theſe duties muſt 
be evident to every one, from the nature of the thing, 
and from daily obſervation and experience. If you are 
rigorous and ſevere, you will either cruſh the ſpirits of 
your children, and render them unfit for employment 
that requires exertion ; or you will provoke their reſent- 
ment, and produce in their minds, an utter averſion to 
all your religious principles, and moral injunctions. As 
the former of theſe is a raclancholy ſituation, fo the latter 
is a moſt dangerous one; for when children find them- 
ſelves unreaſonably hemmed in by the iron hand of deſ- 
potic authority, and deprived of much ſatisfaction and 
comfort, which they might innocently enjoy; it frequent- 
ly happens, that they embrace the firſt favourable oppor- 
tunity to throw off every reſtraint, and to indulge in all 
the exceſſes of youthful intemperance and folly. 

On the other hand, the effects of over-indulgence, and 
of flackening too much the reinsof government, are equal- 
ly fatal. None of us know fo little of human nature, as 
to imagine that a child left to himſelf will not often go 
aftray : and if the moſt eſfectual means are not ſpeedily 
uled to reclaim him, he will run on from evil to worle, 
till he is paſt all remedy. The word of God declares 
this, and in numberleſs inftances it has been fulfilled. 

Some indeed, when they come to the years of difcre- 
tion, will follow a better line of conduct than they have 
been taught, either by the authority, or the example of 
their parents. 'They may be converted by the power 
of God from the evil of their way, apd even when this 
does not take place, attention to what 1s neceſſary 
for their intereſt and happineſs in this world, may 
lead them to ſobriety and decency of conduct. 'But is 
it reaſonable to expect this ? What are the natural con- 
ſequences of letting them do as they pleaſe? It would 
be denying the account which the ſcriptures give of the 
corruption of human nature, did we heſitate to affirm that 
parents, in this caſe, have the greateſt reaſon to fear the 
total ruin of their children. 

All this will be acknowledged by every perſon ; but 
I am perſuaded that the views of moit people, reſpetting 
the advantages which ariſe from the proper government 
of children, are too limited, and fall ſflort of what is 
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plainly taught in the word of God. In treating this part 
of the ſubject, I muſt again call your attention to the 
diſtinction between religious admonitions, and thoſe 


which relate merely to that fort of good behaviour which 
ariſes from natural principles. 


I formerly obſerved, that it is the indiſpenſible duty 
of believing parents to 1altruct their children in the 
knowledge of the Goſpel: And while they do ſo, they 
are warranted to pray for the bleſſing of him who ſaid, 
Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not, for of ſuch is the kingdom of God *.” They 
have reaſon alſo to hope that ſucceſs will attend their 
Jabours ; for beſide the general expectation which the 
Scriptures warrant, that God will bleſs his own word 
for the converſion of ſinners, parents are commanded to 
make known the teſtimony and the works-of God to 
their children, for this purpole, that the generation to 
come may know them, and may ſet their hope in God +. 
And Paul ſeems to hint at the inſtrumentality of parents 
in the caſe of Timothy, when he ſays, © I call to remem- 
brance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt 
firſt in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice ; 
and I am perſuaded that in thee alſo 1.“ He likewile 
affirms, that Timothy © from a child had known the holy 
Scriptures, which, (ſays he), are able to make thee wite 
unto ſalvation, through faith that is in Chritt ||.”?- But 
the influence of the word of truth depends on the ſove- 
reign will of God; he is indebted to none, and diſpenſes his 
favours as he pleaſes. Our children are not in this re- 


ſpect in our own power; we may teach and admonith 


them, but God alone can make his own word effectual 
for their ſalvation ; and therefore we cannot proceed 
with an abſolute certainty of being the happy means of 
hi . them from darkneſs unto light, and from the 


Satan unto God 5.“ : 


* Mark x. 14. + Pſal. IXxvili. 5. 7. f 2 Tim. i. 5. 2 Tim. iii. 15 


9 This ought not to prevent us from endeavouring to teach our 
children the things of God. The ſame uncertainty of ſucceſs ha- 
no ſuch influence in other caſes. Will any of us refrain from uſing 
of our children are threaten- 
ſe it is not abſolutely certain 
a mere probability of ſuccei-, 


ed by dangerous bodily diſeaſes, 


that God will bleſs thoſe means 57 
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I maintain however, with reſpect to a decent and or- 
derly conduct in ſociety, that when parents uniformly 
attend to the plan of education which the word of God 
inculcates, it will produce the effefts intended by it on all 
ehildren, except thoſe who are deſtitute of common ſenſe ; 
though its influence will be more or leſs complete, ac- 
cording to their different capacities and diſpoſitions, 
Some are ſuſceptible of more culture than others; but 
it is poſſible io prevent any child from being habitually 
wicked and ungovernable, who ts capable of diflinguiſhing 
between right and wrong. | 

If you poſſeſs the proper government of your children, 
they muſt conduct themſelves with propriety in their 
general deportment, while they are in their nonage, and 
under your immediate inſpection and care. 

A ſufficient proof of this ariſes from the ſuitableneſs 
of the means to the end propoſed. When we conſider 
the ſalutary nature of chaſtiſement, the influence of un- 
remitting and well directed authority, the power of ha- 
bit, and the conſequences that may be expected from in- 
ſtructions and admonitions often repeated, and from the 
good example of thoſe whom children moſt eſteem, all. 
of which have been illuſtrated in the preceding diſ- 
courſes; we may fairly conclude, that if they behave 
improperly their parents are to blame. And though it 
is admitted, that the bleſſing of God is neceſſary to give 
ſucceſs to our endeavours, yet there is a natural connec- 
tion between the means and the end, which puts it with- 
in our reach, and renders us inexcuſable if we do not 
accompliſh it. g 13 

The word of God alſo informs us, that our labours in 
this reſpect will be crowned with ſucceſs. This is often 
repeated by Solomon in the paſlages formerly quoted; 
and I cannot ſuppoſe that he would fo poſitively affert, 
that the happy conſequences mentioned in theſe texts 
will be produced by reproof and correction, if it can be 
laid with truth, that the means which he preſcribes have 
no neceilary connection with the end in view, and con- 


and ſometimes a very faint one, encourage us to uſe every poſſible 
exertion in the latter caſe, why is it otherwiſe in the former, if we 
are not more anxious about the temporal, than about the ſpiritual 
and eternal happineſs of our children? ö 


* 
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ſequently may often fail of ſucceſs. We muſt not, how- 
ever, underſtand him as maintaining, that in every par- 
ticular inſtance of reproof or chaitiſement, the end will 
be immediately and completely gained; for he ev idently 
ſuppoſes that there will be frequent occaſion for this 
ducipline, and only gives us reaſon to expect, that por 
the whole we (hall-be ſucceſsful in giving wiſdom to our 
children, and driving far from them the fooliſhneſs that 
is bound in their hearts “. If this aſſurance is given us 
in the word of God, it muſt be a fact whoever doubts 
it, and it cannot be overturned by all the reaſoning of man. 

There are, indeed, many general affirmations in the 
Scriptures, which are not meant to be taken abſolutely, 
and will not apply to every caſe that may be ſuppoſed 
to occur. But wherever we find an expreſs declaration 
that certain cauſes will produce the effects which are 
aſcribed to them; we ought to believe that it will be ſo, 
unleſs it appear alſo from the word of God, that there 
are other cauſes, which on forme occaſions may prevent 
thoſe effects. Now, if we maintain that children may 
habitually go aſtray, without any blame on the part of 
their parents; we muſt be able to point out ſome oppo- 
ſite cauſe, which is ſufficient to counteract the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord, and to render them ineffec- 
tual. Next to a total want of capacity in young perſons, 

which is admitted to be an effectual bar in the way of 
training them, the moſt formidab e oppoſition ariſes from 
the fooliſhneſs that is naturally bound in their hearts ; 
but this does not operate in che way of preventing the 
good effects of nurture and admonition, for theſe are the 
appointed raeans by which that fooliſhneſs f is checked 
and reſtrained. 

Further, the commandment to bring up our children 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, requires that 
we ſhould regulate their conduct by means of that dil- 
cipline and inſtruction which the Lord hath appointed. 
It is not enough that we ſr>w them the way in which 
they ſhould go; we mult /rain them up in it, and not 
ſuffer them to depart from it. This ſurely could not be 
required in all cafes, unleſs every parent who fears God, 
and poſſeſſes ordinary judgment and prudence, were ca- 
pable of performing it. 


* Prov. xzii. 15. and xxix. 15. 
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This obſervation is confirmed by the obligation laid 
upon elders of Chriſtian churches, * to have faithful 
children *, not acculed of riot nor unruly, and to have 
their children in ſubjection with all gravity ;“ and by 
a ſimilar commandment with reſpect to deacons, who 
mult rule their children and their own houles well 4.“ 
Some people would pauſe here, and ſay with attonith- 
ment, * May not a good man have bad children ? Is it not 
very potiible that he may correct, admoniſh, exerciſe 
authority, and do every duty to them, and that, in ſpite 
of all this, they may be unfaithful, riotous, and unruly ?? 
This I abſolutely deny. How could it be made a qua- 
lifcation of othce-bearers in churches, without which 
they cannot lawfully be appointed to theſe offices, if it 
were not always in their power? A man is ſuppoſed to 
defire the office of a biſhop, or overſeer, without any 
pride or ſelf. ſufficiency, from a ſingle eye to the glory 
of God, and the good of his people. But however 
much his mind may be ſet upon it, he cannot be allowed 
to exerciſe the office without this qualification; and 
though his gifts in other reſpects ſhould be eminent- 
ly ufeful, a church of Chriſt cannot enjoy them, becauſe 
his children are riotous and unruly. Can any thing be 
a ſtronger proof that Chriſtian parents are obliged to re- 
gulate the conduct of their children, that it 1s in their 
power to do ſo, and conſequently that they cannot be 
guiltleſs when they do it not? For ſurely, it would be 
moſt unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that a man's gifts muſt be 
unoccupied, his deſire to be employed in a good work re- 
fuſed, and his uſefulneſs prevented, on account of an acci- 
dental circumſtance, in which he rs not to blame, Nor 
ean we imagine, that the children of elders and deacons 
will be more eaſily trained than thoſe of other people: 
the ſame variety of natural diſpoſitions that we meet 
with in other children, muſt be expeQed in them; but 


* By faithful children we muſt not underſtand be lie vers of the 
Goſpel, for parents are net capable to make them ſuch. This cha- 
rater is oppoſed to their being riotous and nnruly, and therefore 
muſt imply ſobriety, and an umform ſubje tion to the authority of 
their parents. In theſe reſpects they are required to be faithful. 


Diſcourſe.) -MoTIVES AND ENCOURAGEMENTS. 


4 x Tim. iti, 4. Tit. j. 5. f 1 Tim. iii. 12. 


. 


62 | MOTIVES AND ENCOURACMENTS. [Third 


the Scripture makes no allowance for this, they are bound 
at all rates to have them in ſubjection. 
| When the Apoſtle makes it neceffary that a Chriftian 
teacher ſhould be One that ruleth well his own 
houſe, having his children in ſubjection with all gravity,” 
he muſt be underſtood to affirm that he who has not his 
children thts in ſubjection does not rule his own houſe 
well, And when he draws this inference from his ne- 
gleQ, © For if a man know not how to rule his own houſe, 
how ſhall he take care of the church of God?“ it is plain 
that he directs Chriſtians to judge of his fitneſs to bear 
rule by his way of proceeding in the government of his 
family, and the effects of it upon his children. In the 
parallel paſiage in his epiſtle to Titus he fays nothing at 
all of ruling, yet he muſt have this in view when he 
characteriſes the children of elders. © Having faithful 
children,” Or. is therefore to the ſame purpoſe as if 
he had ſaid, One that ruleth well his own houſe.” 

It cannot be jultly pleaded that this is an obligation 
peculiar to office-bearers, for though they ought to ex- 
ce in the qualifications laid down by the. Apoſtle, yet 

all thoſe qualizcations, except that of being apt to teach, 
are incumbent on every Chriſtian. And whatever idea 
may be entertained of the fuperior talents of men who 
are qualified to be public teachers, and the propriety of 
thoſe who are called to the otfice of rulers giving proof 
of. their fitneſs to exerciſe authority ; it will not be eaſy 
to {hew that there is any thing with reſpef to children, 
implied in © ruling their own houſes well,” which is not 
as ſtrongly implied in © bringing them up in the nurture 
and admouition of the Lord.” 
Theſe premiſes neceſſarily lead to the following con- 
cluſion. When a child is riotous, ungovernable, and 
given to wicked practices, this of itſelf is ufficient proof 
that his parents do not bring him up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. Though we ſhould not have 
an opportunity of diſcerning any material fault in their 
conduct, we are hereby aſſured of the exitience of this 
fact. It would not indeed be candid to form this jud g- 
ment on account of triling things, or even glaring in- 
ſtances of mĩſconduct, if theſe ſeldom occur, for we can- 
not expect perfe@ion either in n parents or children; and 
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children wh are under the beſt government, may be 


tempted, on ſome occafions, to commit very heinous / 


crimes : but if your ſon is habitually wicked and ungo- 
vernable, you cannot be guiltleſs. Make no excules 
here. You may complain of his untoward diſpoſition, 
but whoſe fault is this? It is your buſineſs to make him 


tractable. You may lay that you both admoniſh and 


correct him. Perhaps you do ſo; and it is very poſh- 


ble that you may correct him too much, for parents of- 


ten ae their own miſconduct, give many ſtripes to 
no purpoſe. What then muſt be done? If neither 
words nor blows have any tendency to reclaim, muſt 


your child be abandoned to every fooliſh and wicked 


courſe, and given up for loſt? - God forbid. But in 
this caſe, conſider your own deficiency rather than your 


fon's. He is undoubtedly in your power while he is 


young, and if you conſtantly and invariably uſe the 
means which God hath appointed, you may be aſſured 
of ſucceſs. ; | 


Hitherto I have only ſpoken of the influence of pa- 


rental diſcipline and admonition, while children are un- 
der the immediate inſpection and care of their parents 


but it appears to me alſo, that the good effects of this 


training will continue, when they grow up to manhood. 
Parents, as we have ſeen, ought not only to admoniſh and 
correct their children, but to bring them into a conſtant 
habit of regularity and good behaviout ; and this we 
ſuppoſe to continue from fifteen to twenty years. Bome- 
times the period may be longer, but when it is ſhorter, 
by the death of parents, or other circumftances, ſuch 
children are not trained up to maturity; and when pa- 
rents commit them to the charge of others at an early 


time of life, they are unfaithful to their truſt, unleſs this 


proceeds from ſome very urgent cauſe. A caſe of this 
nature does not fall within the preſent remark. . But 
when ſo long a period of their lives is ſpent in ſobriety, 


induſtry, and good behaviour, is it reaſonable to ſuppoſe 


that they will have any inclination to become idle, diſ- 


ſipated, and worthleſs members of ſociety ? Do we not 


' ſee thouſands, who, without the beneSt of ſuch educa- 


tion, are juſt and benevolent, outwardly decent in their 
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conduct, and free from boch vices as the world in gene- 
ral condemn ? And this is much more to be expected, 
when children have been brought up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. Aide from every religious 
principle, regard to their own intereſt and happinets in 
a worldly view, will ſecure them againſt open profanity 
and diffolute behaviour; and, being ſo long habituated 
to ſobriety and decorum, they will find it no mortifica- 
tion to continue in the ſame courſe. 

Such are the natural effects of a good education in 
youth, and the word of God allo expreſsly declares that 
theſe effects will be produced by it; for Solomon ſays, 
„Train up a child in the way in which he ſhould go; 
and when he is old he will not depart from it “.“ This 
is a poſitive unqualified afticmation, and as the wiſe man 
makes no exception, there is at leaſt ſome reaſon to 
doubt if we are warranted to make any. It is ſafeſt to 
take the word of God as it ſtands; and I am inclined 
for my own part to conlider this Poſition as one that will 
never be completely falfified, though I confeſs there is 
a more plauſible ground for making exceptions here, 
than in the former caſe, Parents cannot be anſwerable 
in the ſame degree for the conduct of their children, af- 
ter they are grown up to manhood, as when they are un- 
der their immediate inſpection, aud ſubject to their au- 
thority. But though you ſhould not be fully convinced, 
that ſuch extenſive happy conſequences will always re- 


ſult $: the proper training of children, it is a great en- 


cou ment if you believe that it will be ſo in general, 
withDnly a few exceptions ;z and this muſt be admitted 
on all ſides, unleſs you flatly contradict the text, or take 
away its plain and obvious meaning. 

As I am very much perſuaded, that parents will ex- 
ert themſelves in training their children, in the ſame pro- 
portion as they perceive that bene cial conſequences 
will be produced by it; and that they cannot have a: 
due conviction of their own deficiencies in this reſpect, 
while they do not reckon themſelves gecountable for the 
miſconduct of their children; I ſha en eavour to ob- 
viate ſome of the principal objections againſt wat has 
been advanced on this head. 


* Prov. XX11. 6. 
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Inſtances of good men who have done every thing in 
their power to train up their children according to the 
rule of the word of God, and were not able to prevent 
them from going aſtray, will be urged as an inſurmount- 
able objection againſt all that has been ſaid. Scripture- 


examples of this will be produced, and many inftances . 


that have fallen under your own obſervation, of which 
you may think yourſelves perfectly aſcertained. I ac- 
knowledge that if examples fully in point could be pro- 
duced, there would be ſome reaſon to doubt whether pa- 
rents have as much in their power as I have aſcribed to 
them; and ſo far J muſt yield to the objection, by ad- 
mitting that the children of good men have often gone 
aſtray. But what evidence have you, that theſe men 
conſcientiouſly attended in all reſpects to the rule of the 
word of God in training their children? Can you be as 
certain of this, as you ought to be of the truth of the 


Scriptures which maintain the oppoſite ? All that is ne- 


ceſſary on my part, is to deny this afſertion till ſatisfac- 
tory evidence is brought to confirm it, and this I am 
perſuaded never can be done. Parents may fail egre- 
giouſly in the management of their children, while, in 
other reſpects, they conduct themſelves with propriety 
and of this I have ſeen undeniable inſtances, in ſome of 
thoſe very caſes that have been adduced to give force to 
this objection. There is no ſafety therefore but in ad- 
hering to the plain declarations of the word of God, and 
to the examples by which theſe are confirmed. 

It may alſo be objected, that allowing fuch are 
influence to the government of earthly parents, is a de- 


nial of the corruption of human nature, and the neceſſi- 


ty of Divine grace to deliver from the power of ſin. 
This objection has been anticipated by ſeveral remarks 
in this and the preceding diſcourſes, I ſully admit 
that the ſpecial grace of God is neceſſary to change the 


heart, by the influence of the Goſpel, and to lead any. 


perſon to univerſal obedience from the motives which 
God approves. But the moſt extenkve view that we 
can take of man's depravity both in his principles and 
conduct, does not oblige us to conclude that every one 
mutt be openly wicked and profane; for it is unde- 
niable that there are many worthy and reſpectable mem- 
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bers of ſociety, who are ignorant of the Goſpel, and do 

not even profeſs to be religious. Thoſe who object on 

this ground, will alſo admit, that ſome inftances can be 

produced of children, who, in conſequence of their being 

brought up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, 

were reſtrained from immoral and diſorderly conduct in 

their nonage, and continued in the ſame courſe when 

they arrived at the years of maturity ; nay, they will 

own that this is in general to be expected. What dif- 

Wh ference then 1s there between their ſentiments and mine ? 

| None in point of principle; for if they admit that the 

conſequences which I have alcribed to parental diſci- 

pline and admonition, will frequently take place, we ex- 

actly agree in principle, and only differ about the appli- 

cation of it in other inſtances, which are preciſely limi- 

lar, ſo far as this principle is concerned. 

| Another objection ariſes from the various diſpoſitions 

of children, and the different degrees of wickedneſs 

which are ſuppoſed to be in them. It is a pretty gene- 

ral opinion, that ſome ate born into the world with more 

| wicked inclinations than others, and therefore cannot be 

| brought to ſubmit themſelves to any rule or authority; 

LDT'tthat one is born a thief, another a liar, a third a drun- 

| kard, a fourth a murderer, and ſo on ;—and that theſe 

propenſitics are {o rooted in their natures, that they muſt 

go on in fuliNling them, in ſpite of all oppoſition, But 

I have no belief in this doctrine, and thall endeavour to 

expole its falſehood. That all mankind are corrupt, I 

have not the ſmalleſt doubt; and that a diſpoſition to all 

the evils juſt mentioned is naturally in the heart of eve- 

| ry man, appears from the dreadful account of human 
| 
| 


— — — — = 


corruption which is given in the third chapter of the 
epiſtle to the Romans, and in many other parts of the 
Scripture. But that one is born more wicked than ano- | 
ther, I cannot poſſibly admit, as the aſſertion involves in 
| it this neceſſary conſequence, that God is the author of 
W fim, If all men do not derive the ſame nature from 
Adam, and if any one perſon exceeds another in ſuch 
wicked propenſities as are purely natural, mult not the 
| difference ariſe merely from the will of the great Crea- 
tor? But though we ſhould never be able to account 


= for the different degrees of ſinfulneſs which we fee in 


= 
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the human race, we muſt not aſcribe it to this. I ſup- 
poſe the whole of this difference ariſes from external 
circumitances; ſuch as education, company, opportuni- 
ties, temptations, and a thouſand occurrences, which are 
exceedingly varied in the lot of different perſons, and 
even in what befals children of the ſame family. 

I do not queſtion that many diſpoſitions, not finful in 
themſelves, of which we ſee a great variety in children 


as well as in adults, are born into the world with them, 


and may perhaps depend in ſome meaſure on the conſti- 
tution and frame of the body; though there can be no 
doubt that ſuch diſpoſitions as we are in uſe to call na- 
tural, are alſo partly formed by education and habit. It 
is likewiſe evident that various diſpoſitions require va- 
rious treatment, and that ſome children will be more ea- 
ſily managed, and need leſs ſeverity. than others; while 
the bett method of training them will not always be ac- 
companied with equal ſuccels: but it does not follow 
from this, that there are any who cannot be brought un- 
der the authority of their parents. 

Diſeaſes too are hereditary, and fo is the ſinful bias of 
the human mind, but with this difference - We may in- 
herit peculiar deſeales from our immediate progenitors, 
of winch many of our ſpecies are entirely free; but, 
though a corrupt nature is alſo immediately communi- 
cated to us by our parents, yet this is not on account of 
their ſins, but ſolely on account of our connection with 
Adam in his one otfeace, which we have in common 
with all his poſterity : and this places every 104i el 
of the human race exactly on the ſame footing in this 
particular. The children of, ſaints, and the children of the 
moſt abandoned prolligates, equally partake of the ſame 
corrupt nature Which Adam communicated to Abel as well 
as to Cain . How elle can we underſtand the deſcrip- 
tion that is frequently given in the word of God, of 
the general and total depravity of human nature; which 


* Children very often imitate the profligate behaviour of their 
parents, and reſemble them in all their wicked diſpoſitions ; but 


the queſtion is, whether does this ariſe from a ſtronger natural 


propeniity to commit fin than is commonly to be found in children, 
or from the influence of bad example and pernicious training? Is 
there not every reaſon to believe, that the ſame education and ex- 
ample would corrupt other children, as much as it does them? 
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is uniformly repreſented as being the ſame in its ſource 
and principle, though various in its effects? All, with- 
out exception, are © enemies unto God in their minds 
by wicked works “; and all are “ hateful, and hating 
one another +. There is none righteous, no not one : 
there is none that underſtandeth, there is none that ſeek- 
eth after God. They are a// gone out of the way, they 
are together become unprofitable, there is none that doth 
good, no not one 1. 

It may likewiſe be confidered as an objection, that 
while very important conſequences are attributed to the 
care and attention of parents, ſuch a number of duties 
are enjoined upon them, and ſuch conſtancy and perſe- 
verance in fulfilling theſe duties, that very few can be 
ſuppoſed to attain this high degree of perfection in the 

vernment of their children; and conſequently the ef- 
A & muſt ceaſe, as well as the Aae It muſt be owned, 
that much attention and diligence is requiſite on the 
part of parents; but I would not be underſtood to main 
tain, that perfection is neceſſary; that thoſe who have 
reaſon to hope for ſucceſs muſt be ſuch as poſſeſs more 
than ordinary abilities; or that ſo much time ought to 
be ſpent in this buſineſs as would occafion the neglect of 
other duties. 

Every thing that is human muſt be imperfect; and if 
thoſe only can expect to fucceed who are chargeable 
with no deficiency or neglect, all that has been {aid will 
go for nothing, and the happy fruits which the word of 
God aſcribes to the performance of parental duties, will 
never be realized. It is evident therefore, that obtain- 
ing theſe fruits muſt be conſiſtent with human weakneſs 
and frailty ; and I am perſuaded there muſt be very e/- 
ſential defects in the management of children, when they 
are remarkable for inſobriety and riotous behaviour, and 
. refuſe to ſubmit to authority. This will never ariſe from 

ſuch ordinary failings in the conduct of their parents, as 
ought, to be expected in general among the people of 
God. Nor can it be owing, in moſt . to the want 
of natural abilities; for it requires no great depth of 
judgment to manage children. Prudence and diſcretion 
indeed are neceſſary, and where theſe are, wanting, it is 


* Col. i. 21. | + Tit. ill. 3. t Rom. iii. 10, 17, T2. 
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not ealy to ſay how the deficiency can be ſupplied ; but 
people of ordinary underſtanding, who know how-to 
conduct themſelves with propriety in the common affairs 
of life, are capable to perform all the duties required of 
parents, ſo as to accompliſh the ends intended by them, 
provided they act from a deep impreſſion of the fear of 
God. This is true wiſdom, and will often lead thoſe 
who poſſeſs it to a judicious and prudent conduct, with- 
out much aid from natural talents. And as to the time 
that may be neceflary for a proper attention to theſe 
| duties, I really believe that much leſs time is ſpent 
in the moſt laudable training of children, than in 
ſpoiling them; and that if one half of the pains and 
? trouble, that is often beſtowed on humouring- them to 
their own hurt, and fecking to rectify evils which pa- 
1 rents themſelves have occaſioned, were employed in 
| bringing up children according to the rule of the word 
4 of God, this would be ſufficient to produce the ſalutary 
: 


conſequences attributed to a good education. Y 
> I ſhall only take notice ot another objection, namely, 
7 that one of the parents may be diſpoſed to obey this pre- 
5 cept, and the perverſeneſs of the other may render it ine f- 
jf fectual. This has more force than any of the former 


objections, though it does not in the leaſt degree affect 
if the principle that has been eſtabliſhed ; for whatever 


le prevents children from being properly trained muſt have 
iin a bad tendency, if the oppoſite has a good one. A great 
of deficiency will ariſe from one of the parents being inat- 


111 tentive to this duty, and particularly when it happens 
A to be the father; yet much may be done by the dili-. 
Ms gence. and perſeverance of the other party. Few pa- 
rents are ſo loſt to every ſenſe of duty as to endeavour | 
to make their children as wicked as themſelves, or a- 
vowedly to oppole any means that may be uſed to ad- 
moniſh them, or to correct their faults ; though they 
may live in the negle& of what is incumbent on them 
ſelves, and by their example, and otherwiſe, counteract 
the influence of the beſt admonitions. Thoſe who are 
connected with ſuch partners in the marriage relation, 
ought not therefore to be too much diſcouraged : they 
may ſucceed notwithſtanding this diſadvantage, and at any 
rate it is their duty to exert themſelves to the utmoſt of 
| 8 
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their power. It appears alſo from the obligation laid 


upon elders to have faithful children, that mothers aQ- 


ing an undutiful part is not a ſufficient excuſe ; as it is 
very likely that ſome of thoſe who were choſen to be 
elders of the firft churches, had been joined, before their 


converſion, to wives who afterwards remained in a ſtate 


of unbelief, and could not therefore be expected to bring 
up their children i in the nurture and admonition os; the 


Lord, 


475, Another motive is the ponfideration * your own 
peace and corafort, which is intimately connected with 
doing your duty to your children. You muſt be deep- 
ly interefted in their happineſs; it will give you unſpeak- 
able pleaſure to ſee them dutiful and ſubmiſſive, ready to 
receive inſtruction, and growing in wiſdom as they grow 
in years; and every oppolitg appearance will have a ten- 
dency to fink your ſpirits, and to fill you with grief and 
ſorrowW*. If they ſhould be riotous and unruly, how 
will you be able to bear even the ſuſpicion that this 
may be owing to your own folly, and inattention to the 
duties which the word of God enjoins on Chriſtian pa- 
rents? The miſeries to which their diſorderly conduct 
will expoſe them in this life, and the danger of landing 
themſelves in everlaſting perdition, will pierce you to 
the heart, and bring upon you more thame and uneaſineſs 
than I am able to deſcribe +. 

But this is not all, Your own ſouls are in danger; for 
though we ſtand by faith, and enjoy free remiſfion of 
ſins, and the hope of eternal life, through the Divine a- 
tonement of the Son of God; yet how can we be aſſur- 
ed that we are believers in Chriſt, and partake of his 


ſalvation, if we do not conſeientiouſiy obey his command- 
ments? Parents have a moſt important charge commit- 


ted to them, of which they will be called to render an 


aecoꝝnt at the judgment · ſeat of Jefus Chriſt. Various ex- 


cuſes may perhaps at preſent lull your conſciences aſleep, 
but how will you anfwer at the great tribunal of bim 
who ſearcheth the hearts and trieth the reins, to give e- 
very man according to hisways, and according to the fruit 


of his doings | ? Be aſſured, that you cannot be guil- 


* Prov. x. 17 and xvii. 25. f Prov. xxix. Is. ] Jer. xvii. 10. 
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ty of ſuch neglects as are very common among profeſ- 


ling Chriſtians, with impunity. I have all along admit- 


that it is not in your power to teach your children 
ho ſaving knowledge of the truth; but if they die in 
their iniquity, and you warn them 209 God will require 
their blood at your hand *. 


Fat, The laſt motive that I ſhall 1 mention is the glory 
of God and the honour of the Chriſtian profeſſion. Be- 
lievers of the goſpel are thus addreſſed by the Apoſtle, 
I befeech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye preſent your bodies a living ſacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is your reaſonableſervice+.” 
And again, Ye are not your 


e ye are bought 
with a price, therefore glorify God in your body, and in 


your ſpirit, which are God's 7.” This acceptable ſervice 
of the living God, from tha, motives of love and grati- 
tude for his mercy, extendꝭ to every thing in which we 


can be lawfully engaged, and includes in it not only the 


duties which we immediately owe to God, but all that 


is incumbent on us in relation to ourſelves, and to thoſe 


with whom we are connected. Whatſoever we do in 
word or deed, we are commanded to do in the name of 
the Lord Jeſus, giving thanks to God even the Father 


by him; and to do all to the glory of God ſſ. It is of 
great importance to have this in view with reſpect to 


our performance of relative duties, by which in a particular 


manner we have it in our power to glorify | God, and to 
ſhew the practical influence of the Goſpel by atrainof con- 


duct which the conſciences of all men muſt approve. Bre- 


thren, we make a ſingular profeſſion of the name of Chriſt; 
the world narrowly obſerves us, and we muſt expect 
them to cenſure us more ſeverely than they do others, 
when we deviate from the path of duty. If you are in- 
attentive to the duties which g to your children, 
and allow them to be more Hs and unruly than the 
children of ſober worldly pe * 
indelible reproach on our he 


Nokellion 7 


Some of you may have e in the performance of 
Uneſe duties, and the time perhaps is rol You neglect- 


* Ezek. iti. 18. 20. and xxxiii. 8, Nom. xii. r. 
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ed the wholeſome diſcipline which the Lord hath ap- 
_ pointed when the opportunity was given you; and now 
b are beyond the reach of your authority. 
ou miſtook the way of ſecuring their true happinels, 
and allowed them to follow the bent ot their natural in- 
clinations; and theirehuital they now make is juſt Hz: 
-might have been expected; they are Od of your 
ſatisfaction and comfort, and refuſe to ſubmit to your ad- 
monitions. Let me entreat you to conſider hawk A 
you have, in this inſtance, departed from the la 
and d:ihongured his holy name. Humble . in 
his predence, and be earneſt to obtain forgiveneſs through 
the blood of Chriſt. It is the . of all conſolations 
to a ſinner, to hegg-that cherę $ffargive eneſs with God, 
and that he LelicWeth' in mere 5 this we muſt have 
recourſe on many occaſions, . can bear up 
your minds under the BA N reflection that is ſuggeſted 
by theſe remar ks. While Mu retain a juſt ſenſe of your 
own puilt in this matter, and profeſs your hope in the 
merey of God for the pardon of all your iniquit 105, 
give evidence of your, repentance; by ikke wing d tie 
cbncern for others. Exhort parents to attend to the 
duties which they owe to their childrgn,” ànd point out 
to'them, in the molt forcible terms, the evils. that may 
be expected from negleQing to bring theft ur in the” 
nurture and admunition of the Lord. 0 IA 2x FT 
+ Finally, bret ren, I eartelily beieech thoſe of you 
who have young children, to hearken to theſe admoni- 
tions, while there is a proſpect of doing good by putting 
them in practice. Begin without delay, and continue. 
with unceaſing nerleyerance, and fervent prayer to. God 
for his bleſſing on your endeavours;: thus will your chil- 

| . dren. give DON 6c 5 zht tO. ur ſouls, 144 and at ſome 
future eriöd they E cle. UP; and call 
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